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Firsc Davs

The Davidsons had expected to 8o co Brazil.
filted in three choiceg, the chird being Chil.e.

REHINISCENCES OF OUR I{ISSION TO CHILE

l9l7 - 1924

lJm. Earl Davidton, l96l

In their application chey

Rev. Joceph L. Hart of the Argencine Hission had vi
furlough in 1917 had told the Eaptigt Church aE, l{urray,

promising trork of Bro. t{ecDoneld and the ChiLian Baptist

Taylor, prsEor, a brocher of lJ. C. Taylor, miscionary to

.rer lecretrry for Lecin Anerice, thir church offered to
miraionary coupte to be rent to ChiIe.

sited Chi[e and on his

Kent,ucky, abouc the

Union. Under Boyce

Brazil and one-cime

Pay the calary of a

Since thic had not bcen e Sour,hern Eaptict field, no otherr volunEeered

for Chile, and eccordingly the Devidsonc uere appoinced es the Boerdrr first
misrionaricr to ChiIe.

Devidron gredueted Th.t{. from Southern Semin.ry, t{ay 1917. On June 25 he

and t(ary Skidmore uere marricd. She tras sichin one semester of graduating

8.S. from the Univerrity of l{icrouri. They vere appoinred in July and sailed
early in September, erriving in Velparairo late in the monch. They eere met

there by Bro. t{rcDonrld sho uar for tekin8, them right doun to Temuco. Earl
rrel 26, Hery 24, end by the Aocricen colony in Vrlperriro they nere dubbed

"thc bebcr in thc roodl.rr Thcy kncu no Sprnirh. They rtudied undcr privete
tutorr for ci3ht lnnth. in Vrlprrriro rnd n ny tlorG in Sencirgo.

After three nonthr in Chile thc nevtyveda.p€nt their firrc Chrirtmas

rttending thc Chilcan Erpcirt Convention in Vilc0n. lt met tlmort outdoorr--
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in a saer-mill shed. There sere Probably about' ti'o hundred in atCendlnce'

nearly a[1 rurel PeoPle, the men mostl'y in Ponchos'

It trac refreshing, co come into a SrouP trho Loved their Lord sith joy and

one enother sith cordiaI embraces, tsinkl ing eyec lnd r'rarm heart's.

They held 8ro. !{acDonald in reverence and affecCion as father of the

brotherhood. They called him el anciano. Ag it che eay uith language, Ehey

called youn8, Davideon el nuevo anciano. Catching Ehe exhuberang spiri.C of

Bro. !{acDona[d, Che people gave t,he new mioeionaries en almost ecsr'et'ic wel-

come. EarI rnade a litt[e talk and folkg gracioucly pretended to understand.

The brethren had not come so far from go many pleces for nothing. They

sang all night. At leagt they uere singing uhen lhe ncn couplc uent co eleep

and still shen they auoke in Che morning. Eart tried to record thia in his

painfut neu Spanish

Reunidor estamos
en Vilcin de doquier.

El culto cermine.
lQue hay de hacer?

--Anochacer h€rmano.
--iQuien quiere dormir?
DormiIones no somo!i

Prefiero vivir.

Un cento cantemo! t
o dor o rrelt
o curtor o cinco
y eporque no rcit?

--Avenzr [r nochc'
.e lcuGtte Vilcrin.

--Ho trn3o rucfio,
clntaml e0n.

--Entre gal1oe y media
noche y{r es.

--No ce dea prise
que ttrde no e8.

--Le Iuna ge rinde,
y se acab6.
Derpunce el albe'

Ya rrle e[ col.

Canten loc gallor'
Se decpicrta Vilctn.

--1Que nor imporcr?
Centemol etn.
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On Ch.ristmas day a Chricttrus tree sras sec up nith rll. kindg of Littl.e
inerpenrive giftr. Any chiLd nho sould com€ up end recite a verse of Scrip-
ture uould be Siven e gift from the tree. tJhen che childrGn srere through
reciting, older fo[kc came up to recite end to reccive e gift nith the game

expectency as the chitdren.
At this cim€ there rere no Bapcictr in Chile Grcept in the area around

Temuco oith a fes ccattered alonS the central reiluey on routh to Lonc.oche--
none in concepci6n, none in sentiago or valparalro. Ac the time there uere
probably about 700--a mere Suess of mine. The partor! sere a[l in the Temuco

erea--gencesleo Valdivia, Abraham Chavez, Joad Tenorio Saez, Juan Domingo
Al'arez, Po[idoro Aguilere--thece on selary. There sere other! noc on ralary,
cuch lr Juan Getice, David l{enciIla. In the nerc trro or three yeer! Alberco
Schuffeneger and Henual velderrama and meybe rnocher or trro beceme pascors in
the Teouco trer.

In rending rhe Davidsonr, Dr. T. g. Rey, Forcign Board rccretrry rt the
time, advired thea of thc delicate nrture of their nirrion. Hc ceid the sork
in chile ir thc sork of 8ro. l{rcDoneld. He her buitt ir up. He ir frcher ro
eIl the Brptirtr therc end Ioveg them, end they him. gro. l{acDoneld ir a nan
of convictiont, end ir reedy to ctend by rhem uhrtever th€ cort. He har mede
tuo brcrks--ona nith the Prcrbytcrienr in scotLend, one trith the ALliance in
ChiLc. HG could do ic e3ein if hc felt hc had ceurc.

Thc Borrd hrd ton3 recoS,nizcd che sorth of Bro. !{ecDonrld. They hcd come
to rubridizr hio lnd hir rrork in r rnrll emount. Bcclurc, hoscvcr, of hir
indcpcndrnt chlilct.rr thcy $GrQ not rcrdy to Sivc hia thc..trtut of olrrion-
.ry until Bro. Drvidron rnd Ero. t{oorc r.corulndcd it in 1920.
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Dr.ReyadviaedtheDavidsongnottosE€ponBro.MacDonald|stoeg.Do
not t,ork in his field, but in I nes one. He has one foot in lhe Srtve'

cultivate friendlincrr nith hio end ',iEh the Baptirtg there' Then uhen he

goesrtheChileanBeptirtrsillaccepcyou'andcheresillbenobreakinthe
sork.

In Iine wiCh thil policy, t,he Davidsons ttarted uork in santiago far from

the Temuco field. Davidson t,€nt into the Southern field only uhen Bro'

HacDonald invitcd him. He kepr his handg off thcre, and lent a hand only uhen

icwalrequeer,ed.AccordinglygduringalIouryearsinChiLeanduntilhis
dearh chere t,r3 noching but Sood feelings betueen us. once on[y, so far ag I

knou, did I ceu8e him pein. That sag in the mirgion m€€ting in 1922 trhere sre

uere ln€c in our cormodiou! netr micrion residence shen I did not favor the

board's building him a houce in Temuco, lince he otrned his own farm home' The

boardr,lag!,iterthanlandchercgt,andbuilthiarthehouceanyHay.
Bro. !{ecDonald ernted the Davidsons to move touth uhen they firsc came to

chile. But the tr,o rsl, GyG t,o Gye on policy. Eoch felc th€ importance of

gerring e r,rork going in Sentiego. Bro. HacDoneld had long hoped for a sork

rhere, end ,' thritlcd ro have romebody et tart meking a beginning there' He

came up co Eurvey the fietd trith Ehe Davidrons. Thcy agreed together on

rrraCegic locrtionl for preeching centcrt' 8ro' illcDonald ceme up to help in

the lrunching of rhe sork by prceching e numbcr of niShrr. l{ott of all he

"l€nt" thc Devidronr onc of hir bclt Prttorr, Po[idoro Aguilcre of Vilcin'

Ttrc lorn u., GrPccrcd to bc rnd provcd to bc unuruetl'y bencficiet'

Erpcricnccd rnd dcdicrtcd nrcionrl A3uitcre trould bc of inrucnlc hclp to the

lncrpcricnccd grinjor. And $uilcrr uho hrd no aducrtion trould hrvc e yaer of

rtudy nith Bro. Drvidron.
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The Davidsons and Bro. l{acDonald uer€ !8reed on a ghort-range and on a

long-range policy. At Eh€ tire thc froncier rae full of Baptirte--good people

sifhout development. The firrt thing to do s63 to ttart a school for the

fronEier Baptist girlg rrho would be the home oolders in the netr fuCure and

sho nould be the leederr in cheir churches'

On-the-job craining of the active pestors should be ctepped tP. In the

rainy reeson nhen evengeLizing sac difficult, the Pescors and more of.them

should spend a longer time in the paetorsr crincer ingtirute in Temuco. Bro.

l{acDonald had been ceaching a fes of chem alone for a fel, seeks each sinter.

Nos both miscionaries had chem in Temuco for several lreeks. As nes miseion-

erieo errived they joined Che ccaff of the winter instiCuce.

Ar the mistionaries oede plenr Chey did noc concemplace e co-educational

rchool in Temuco, a thing rt thtt time unknotrn in Chil.e. Eefore the Temuco

school hed operetcd for r ycar, hou€ver, tuo conlideretionc led to the admit-

ting of boys. Under the regioen of the rchool--hygienic, phyrical, mental,

ooreLl religiout--the girlr rhorred remerkrble r[1-round ioprovearent. Even

their compleriont clcercd up. Tso soar€n of the cicy were overheard to tey

thet hrlf of thoce girlr uould bc deed before rpring. For thoie gringo

teacherr made the girlr keep on teking barhr right on throug,h the uinter.
The other conridererion ver thrt the boyr of thc frontier uould be bene-

fittcd no lcrc. The necd to do romeching for them elro sichout dclay presrcd

itrctf upon the milrionerier. Thcrc ul. no hopc of doing tnyrhing for thc

boyr othcrsire in thc nclr futurc.
Accordingly, undrr thc rkcpticrl rycr of thc Gduc.tor. of Chi[c rnd vith

romc ai13ivingr, yountar boyr r[ao eGrG cnrollcd. Agncr Grrhrn, dircclor,
ero3. Drvidron in thc Strtcr thrt rr. BlttGr of dilcrGcion thcy hed built e
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fence rcrors Ehe plry8round to 3ePerete the boye from the girls. t{iCh time

hie hends in hie raniteriurn end sich nothing better to do the wag uroce her

sooe nacky edr.

Time proved the sisdom of the co-educationaI venture. l{igg Graham'e

school becaoe the piloc co-educationaI schooI for eIL Chile.

Our long-rrnge plen uar thtt, e seminery, uhen it ceme, ahould be Locaced

in Santiago. For nearby t,here nould be hundreds of thouaandc of people aoong

trhom che gcudent ministerg could nork. And ocn Erained in the capital trould

have an erperience making cheo effective uorkert for the capitel end the big

citier ar trelI as for the provinces. But rtudcntl rreined in the frontier
uould be hendicepped in the larger citiec.

Herd timer came, end it uer yerrs bcfore e tecond inrritution could be

financed. Accordingly, for a tirne atl educecional trork centercd in Temuco,

except for the coaching of a fe'e undergludier by individual mirrionariec.

The Prophec Schutpi*

then Devidron ver rbout to be3in uork in Senrirgo, r German rclf-rtylcd
prophct nrEred Schulpig croc ovcr froo Ar3cntine, dcrcrting vifo end chlL-

drcn. Hc trlr trll, rrrboncd, aulcutlr, hed r picrcin3 cycr.nd r thundrrour

volcc. He eorG I bcerd prrtcd in thc rtylo of thr tnditionrl Chrlrt. Hc

rppcrr.d to Lnou e bit of Hcbrte end Grcck. HG ap.nt ouch tim vhrrcvcr folkr

?nl$,yEii Hi Eh iE'iEEt, niE:lrc3' EiilvGrs[em'
erllorSBulS"eSt8fif REga. beErav'em.
F3iilpEt$t[pEi[E. EE.3t5"'R,\]3tEae"
Fr8x 8"leaiFrH""Htrf;EF'EF8-n up or dolr ase.
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put him up, l,orkin8, over the ScriPtures in Gersen lnd tlebretrt digging out hi!

dircoveriee. Among our timpte Eapci!t3 h€ rre8. oighty expounder of hir Bible

rysteries. He thundered donn eny queltioner, eod hed people et hir m€rcy' He

uer given to lnnouncing vicionr thet bade hiro do shet he utnted to do' In the

abgence of a oiggionary he sould caoP on e church dieruptinS the sork of the

church and eating a helplesr hort out of house and home' Before Davidson

opened hia firet chapel Schutpig had a vision in uhich he ves told of.a men'

Davideon, who chould rent e chapel and furnieh it, end schulpig sould do the

preaching. t{hen Davidgon questioned him about hig famiy and about hia hereti-

cal viesg, he had anocher vision t'eCting him knos it saa a nicC'ke tbout

Davidaon. The mrn tla8 somebody clse. Schutpig decided thaC I sar not a mrn

to Bake friendc sich. He circulatcd thtt I trae doing nothin8 but loaf around

hoae rrheeling a baby (a thing nGver done by a Chileen fathcr).

t{hite Se[oar6n Husriett uts v€ry new in thc gocpel, Schulpig ceme to lee

hia, end ttryed. After rone dayc he began to Prce the ftoor and thunder to

thc Lord, ,,I heve rtsycd the rcvcn deyr of the reven deeconr. llhy donrt you

te[[ ae strere to go nou?" Aftcr hourr of auch violcnce he vould quiet doun

end rry the Lord told hin to .try the four deyr of the four cvanS,elictr. tJhen

thotc four dryt uere up, he uould heve another likc lpell, then be cold he trag

to rt.y rhe 12 dayr of rhc 12 Aporttcr. Salom6n urr efraid nert it sould be

th. r0 dryt of the 70 mer.Gng,err. Devidron couldntt pcrluedc Setoo6n to put

hia ouC. Hc hrd Selomdn intinidcted. tlhcn in chc Ste. Elenr Chrpel Devidlon

qucrtioncd Echulpigtr oethcnrtic dircovery in thc book of Joneh, thc prophet

bcarn to t.'.vc thc pul,pit Biblc rt thc rttcptic vith thundcrlng vchalrGncc.

Devidron turpccicd no d.n3cr, but Sel,oo6n thoutht thc proph.t t..3oing to

Lnoch rhc airrionrry dosn rrith thc Bibl,c. HG kd hir nirrionrry out of thc

I

I

I
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church end out of danger to the screeccer tvo blocks !tty. H€ oaid, ttl dontt

knon uhat, nakeg my knecc tremble co. He might have killed you. After that

insult co you I rronrc lec him etay trith me 8ny oore."

Ac one frontier place Schulpig uenE,ed to tn rry a farmerrc daughcer r.rho

uas purring him up. The fermer tra! outraged. Schulpig tried co calm him

dotrn. "It tritl be for only a short tioe, for Che Lord ia coming in six

monchr.rr The farmer sa! the more outreged tc chrc, and renc him packing. For

a year.or tr.lo Schulpig trent about amonS our churches troubling them until it
became circuleted among them thtt he nar an imposcer. At a convencion in

Temuco, in 1919 or 1920, the missionerier gave him a hearing. On rhe platform

he knelt in prayer. Bro. HacDonald the aroderecor geve him five minutes. He

oeid, I'No, 20 minuter. The Lord jurt nou told me 20." The oiggionariee

condeumed him and rent sord around amonS the churches to be on guerd againct

him. After chrt u€ heard little aore of him. lJhere he disappeared to, I do

not knoe.

Pol idoro AEui Iera

Polidoro Aguiterr c!m. to Senriego to help me open my firrt chapel th€

tattcr helf of 1918. He uar thc tirclerr ualking petcor of thc Vitcin group

of churche.--or church r. thcy thcmtclvcr cellcd ic. Hc came on Loan for a

y€rr to hclp me 3at leunched in Sentirgo, rnd to rtudy nith mc. HG uer a big

oen uith e kindly cyc end e gcntlc voicc. HG hed becn I rrv-milL sorker no[ed

for thrca thingr. For onc, hc u.. ln Grpcrc in ortimrting thc quentity of
luobcr in r lor. Thi. u.t r n.tivc rbility, rincc hc srr uneducrtcd rnd could

ncithcr rcrd nor rritc. For anothrr ihing, hc vrr r itronS, nan of thc tumber

c.op. Uc could c.rry oorG bo.rdr thrn rnybody elrc. Por rnorhire hc urr thc

e
G
Gc
Ce
C
Ce
Ce
C
C
*
C
Ce
G
C
C
C
Cae
€ee
Caeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

tr
t
[*

fl
fi
T

T

E

E

E

I
I
H

T

!
I
I
t



-- I0--

fighterofthecampandcoulduhipanybodyinic.lJhendrunk,vhichwas
often, h€ s'es in e f ighting nood'

irhen convGrt€d, the camp bully bcceme thc genttert of the gentte' He uaa

especiallyconcid€rategithdrunkenmen.Hecouldootcurnth€me!,tyfromour
chapel.oncethreecaraein.Duringthepreyer,uhenevcrybodykneeled,the
three did' l{hen folks rose to their 3eat3 one of the three remained on his

kneerrnoring.AnArabviaitoressumedeuchoriryrEonsthehumblelirceners
andgaidtoth€moregoberbrother,.,Gethimup..,ButhecouldnoE.TheArab
calledinapolicemanfromtheEcreetandrritheuthoritycommandedhimtoget
this fellos our of here' After the service rhe brother tlho remained erked

Aguilerenott,oleavehisbrotherinthepoliceccetion.Aguileratookug
dorrnrcoupleofblockgtoEhelocelpolice'tecion--thebroEher'theArab'
andme.TheArabconfronEedtheofficerergeantrndcorruranded,''Tttltdrunk
you broughr dostr from our chepelt turn him }oore.|'

Thelergeantlentenofficertobringhinout.ThePartytrerctekinghim
out,butthercrSeancgaid,HenurtPeythecottsfirgt--ebouEl0ccntt.But
neithcr brother had the moncy' lnd Aguilere paid it'

Ategerviceroonafter,thebrotherghohedbeenmorerobercem€tothe
pulpit'cookoffaCetholicmedelfromhilneck,thrcgictothebtseofthe
pfatform, end reid' "I'It nevcr ucrr thar' egain"'

AguilcraIrgcntlenerrt...notgullibiIity.Sorreonet,atdclighrcdthEtr
nunbcrofyoungfallotrrtJcr€.ttendingrcrvicclofhironthcfrontiGr.He
kncuitt,l.oor.thcgirtlthenthegorpcltheldrcgendreid,,'Dondcmeduren
tet ccrczer rlll tc juntrn lar diucat."l Hc t'tt Sled to havc thco cooc 'ven

lo, rnd t't out to cr9turG thcm for Jerur'

lLtr... thc rtpo chcrricl lrc' thcrc 'rG thc robinr'
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Afcer hic convereion he caughc himrelf to read. He knew che calendar end

sould figure the sound of che letterr thac apelled che days of che mont,h rnd

che days of the seek. tuid co he leerned to reed hig Bible--hie only book.

t{hen he cam€ t,o me in Santiago, rt perhepr 45 years of age, he etill
could noc $rite. Eerides hig rtudies sich me in the 8ibLe, on his orrn he got

a copy book and sould laboriously work ac copying. He would tell me, "He

caldea la cabeza." He uas ill. I did not, knot. I supposed chat such painful
study for a vigoroue oucdoor Brn trr! tiring to him.

I was nee co Chile and ignoranc of the direases efflicting rhe people.

tlich later plstors I came t,o underttand their digeages and saw to it chet they
cook the t.reetmenrs char, could rave them end their children. I had Hre.

Pacheco rlho had losc all of her children shen rhe ceae to teork in Santiago--
had her teke the prenatel injectionc thac gave her her firsr, healthy baby. I
firsr entered an appoinc,menr for her on the door ceb of e Dr. Aldunate. Hhen

he rau the Pachecos rrere of the humbler level, be told oe he rnade hit orrn

appointoents and thrt I rhould take her r,o th€ free clinic rc e big horpitel.
Salom6ntr diseace attecked hir aciatic nerve to peinfutly that he came to

heve locked bosels end ue chought he srr going to die. I had no idea, until
the doccor told me, shet his trouble eas. He hed to trke long ceries of
injectiong at intervelr for ye6rt beforc he finally became free of hir
t roubIe.

On the fronticr rome of thc prtcort did not travcl much during thc rainy
rcr.on. But nothinS heltcd Aguilcru. Hc vrlkcd froo rcttlemcnt to.Gttlcoant
prcrching to aeybc 25 diffcrcnt troupr in e nonth. t{ud in thc roedr el. too
dacp for r horrc. Ht could rlog rlon3 through thc arud in hir poncho, nrdc thc
rrrollcn crorkll crrrying hir clothcr ovcr hir hrrd. ThG vilcrirn "churchtt nrt
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8t1 chese scetEered 8,rouP8. Perhaps half the Brpticte of chile et that tine I

gere memberr of Aguileratr'
In Sanciago thoea attending Aguilerarr chepel--the firrt church--rrerc of

the humble sort. Therc rre3 one rophiccicatcd gentlenan, honever, a Sr.

Gelvez, vho would come to hear Aguilere and tirten reverently' He didntt conQ

ro hear oe. I could not touch him trith e lo-foot pole' He profecsed to be a

theosophirC. I acked about hin and unletcercd Aguil'ere' He greu ecstaE'ic'

He saidr,.H" is e geint. Hy father has sarr-mil. 1 cempe do$n couth. I am

someEimeg dorrn chere ebout, my facherts businelc' Aguilera sorked there among

che people of our lumber ctmP!. He endured unendureble hardahipe to bring his

blessing to there peopl,e. He is rhe incarnetion of the divine"'

t{hen I preeched in cha chapel, Aguilera uoutd elnaye follon uP by cel'ling

the people he trould interprer shat. I had caid. It amured me thet he thought

he could underltend trhen they couldn't. And it elco eoured me that hir inter-

preting did not dcal trith my lubject et ell. He kneu Chat I trar rhooting over

their headr. H€ did not uent the people to coorc to prcaching and 80 et'ty

€rnpry. So hc uould preach for 15 or 20 minutcr thc heert of thc gorpel on

rheir level.
Bro. Aguilcra hed a conlusring desire to leern. The arrtngement trith Bro.

llrcDoneld end the Vi[c6n church ert thtt Aguilere tlt! to rpend only a ycar

,rith mc. In hir rtudier uc tried to cover in the yeer uhat ve thought troutd

bc of mo.t u.G to him. Often I sould rerQrvc for letcr the enrgcr to ! quet-

tion of hir. t{hcn e heLf of thc ycar hed Sone by, end tha rclcrvcd quettiont

'J.rc trouin3 into r oouncrin, hc bcgen to .rPrc.r fcar th.t hG might not lcarn

everyrhing ln thc yr.r. tn thc lrrt nonthr hc hept leyin3 hc sirhad hc could

hrvo lnother ylr of rtudy in ordcr Co lcrrn uhrt vrr trft ovor'

G

J.
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DuringBro.Agui[era.'y€argichuggehadnobaptisms,noprofeesionlof
faith. I trae a gringo uith litttc knouledge of Chilean uayc' He Ha! !

fronEiersBtnnoceltcclyathorreinthegreetcity.InaSundeySchoolclalr
ofchildrenthatltriedto,-teachtheyknetlghenluaoprayinguhrtlt,as
3oingtoseybeforelraidir.Theoldect,aSirlofmaybe12,uouldmimicme
end repeac ahead of me the phraser rhe had cooe to knos I uould uee'

Afer,lnonthsafterourbeginningtlichAguilerainRecolecediatrictt{r.
and Hrs. Frank t{arrgt veterlns from che t{iscion in Hexico' transferred to

Chile. They came vrith their cxperience and high hopee' They came sith no

eavingctosecuphouoekeepinguith,andugedpackingboxesfordiningtable'
buffet,bookcaleganddretcerr.TheirroomgtJ€reverybare.Ittlagaffecting
totc€rcouple'PoorforchcLord.coake,forHimpl.ungingintoanettgorkat
their age.

ALittleincidentaboutthel{arrg.ShehadedocilcLittl'et{exicenhouee
dogchethadlearnedtobertilltlhencmuggledincoforbiddenplacer.Going
inco r hotel thet tEid, No do3r alloued, lhe hed Chiquito covcred up in a

bagkethendbeg.ThehotelboyandHr.!{arrrgGrGemuledaetheyfollotledher
upthecteirguirhthedog,'ctailrtickingoutfromunderthecoveranduag-
ging r,rith ascurance '

In the chepe I ure hed no inrt ruocnt to r ing by unr i I Bro ' t{errr clme ' t

hedeBillhornfoldins,orS,rnrthomcgithvhichluouldmemorizGth€rongrl
[ed.ThaAguilcrarrengbycerrndsrcaoryrerdidcverybodyolrc'forthe
hyurrelrhrdnoou.icprintcd.-onlythcgordr.t{hilcEro.l{errtt,rtt,ithur'
he 3rvt r tift to our lcrvicor by pteyinS thG orSln'

Urvllrobuoyentrboutthcuorkthrrfirrtthin3hcpropo.GdthrtUC
or3enizathrchurch.Thirtrcdidrarlyintglggithrixocnbcrr-.th:tuo
:irlionerycouplorendthcA3uillrer.Thilt,l.thcFirrtBrptiltChurchof
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Sent iago.

Bro. t{arrt nedc r lurvay Gour of Chile froo SentieSo to Temuco to dccide

upon the field nGIt to bc cntlred. Chillrn leemed proniring' But Bro' l{arrl

t,er not long for Chile. Froo the beginning he fought e toring fight trith thc

cliruace of Chile. He nould hevc e riege sith the etthnt every evening and

hrve to oit up ell night and teke redativee. After a fetr treekc he became

incepaciteted. Afcer four aonthr the Harrr g,eve up their dream of helpinB 8ec

the sork going in a neg mirrion ficLd, and tre reluctantly and rorroufully rau

them off for a friendtier northern climace'

gro. Aguilerets yctr croe to an end. About the end of l9l9 he returned

ro Vilcrin cxpecting theC uith hil better Preperttion he could do bcttgr sork

end rlso go on rrudying. 8ut it did not turn out thet uay. Hir health gretr

eors€. He died in April, grceted ue any be cure, by the l{scter of ell good

rrorkacn, lnd tct .ner, to trork rnd to tearn thc truthr of God.

Nescor Buntter end Abd6n Pachcco

About the fime Cccil l{oorc crme to'Chitc a Pentccortal group in

Concepci6n hed bccorac convinccd thlt the Bible taught inrnerrion. Their leader

t{ertor Bunrter innerred hiarclf rnd then the rert of rhe 8rouP, dipping each

one three timer kncelin3 rnd flcc foruard. They Lerrned of thc Bepti.tt end

joinad thc Brptirt Union. Ttrcy.titt hed raany Pentccortal uryl. It r'rar

thought gi rc f or 8ro. l{oorc to g,o to Conccpc i6n to Pa! tor them end f or 8ro.

Bunttcr to go to Srntirgo to vork rnd ttudy gith Devidron. Separrtodr Plltor
rnd ftock night bc oorc rcrdy to lcrrn. l{r. !{oorc hrd vorkcd nlth l{cricenr in

Tcut. proplred aa hc yrt to bcgin norke hc ncnt to ConcGPci6n rt oncc ntrrc

Juen Dooingo AlvrrGa r.rla hir rrrocietc. Ttrir trrr Irtc in 1919. l{r. Eunrtor

a.
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ceme to concinue the uork in Recoleta dictrict that 8ro. Aguilere had begun.

t{r. Bungter teaa ! city oen. He nac a livety speaker. tJich his.guiter
end his rhythmical end epiritcd ringing he feLl in relt sith rhe people of
Recoleta.

Salom6n l{usciett lived et Feriila 420 diagonally acrorc rhe screet from
the chapel on Farifia at 425. tle had heard thosc Beptigts for monche buE was

not imprereed. He tlrs. peddler, en Areb comerciante. He uas going co be a
rich nerchant like his Arab cupplier. l{ich the money for the goode he sold
today he sould buy a stock for tomorros. His capital grew. He boughg a cart
and yoke of oxen. He lrat on hir way to success. Driving co a nearby village
gich e load of goods, hie cert fcll. off che bridge, and the csrift mounrain
tEreen carried ewty cert, oren and goode. He had lort atl his earninga. He

tlas back to rcretch and dceply derpondent.

From hia horne he heard che chapet ringing. It dres hio over.
His upset prepared hio for the goopel raeccege. It seg cold uater co hig

thirrty roul. He opened the door end the Lord caoe in. He sar joyfutly
converted.

Hc santcd hig trife to find ralvation coo. She sac a Chilean end not rs
cubmilrive e8 en Areb thought a uife ought ro be. He hed romecimec resolved
to kill her, and hed drunk hiarrclf drunk in order to tlork up the ncrve to do
it. 8ut liquor only medc him arrudlin, end hc sar rtil,l putting up sith his
indcpcndcnt B€rtr.

Thc one tGrmon had ro ceptured Srlom6n for Jcrur thet he urr rure a

'cnDon sould do thc lrnc for hcr. Hc took hcr ovcr to thc chepcl. Ar the
prcrchcr prcrchcd, hc ull rurc the rcroon nrr rooving hcr rt ir did hio. At
th..nd of thc rorvicc, hc rrkcd vhrt rhr thoughc of it. Ho yer rnrch lrc doun
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shcn che angeered, ttoh, 3o-8o.,t
8ut it nacntt long before she rrag converted. Then cene the firrt bep-

cizing in santiego' 8ro. Bunrter baptized four--salom6o end gerte r{ucrictt,
Ecrcttg sigter l{erceder canelec (no., houcekeeper et the reninary), and another
eoman. sarom6n 8ay8 it wes April 20, lg2t. rt geeoc to m€, however, thet it
rr!s 1920.

t{r. Devidron had opened a recond
in Auguet of 1919. He uar givint mo3r

largeLy Co 8ro. Bunster.

chapel (later to becoae Second Church)
of hic time to it, Ieaving First Church

8ro' l{oore found that 8ro. Bunaterrs flock had gom€ pencecortar vays thac
he felt he should correct--Ptrticularl.y their curtom of taking the bread and
nine kneelinS' He felt thlt chir ear too uruch like the catholic uay of
adoring the hort. gut t.hey uere not erlily perrueded. He tried to compro-
mire' They vould observe chc rupper one time kneeling, che next time geaced.

Bunrter in santiego encourrged hir flock in concepci6n to hold ouc. He
kept in contrct rith thco. Thcre uere 8torm cloudr eheed. Devidcon fett hehrd I'eft thc Recolcte flock too I'itcIe cultiveted. He be3en to viait them one
evcning e seek to give them ! courte in the life of Jegug. l{hen he sao
tcachin3 about, che boy Jeruc reerning, Hr. gunlter crproded. He rore up endrrid hr sould not hrv€ hir peoplc t.ughc ruch frlrchoodr. Jetu. sar divine.
He kncv cvcrything' He did not nccd to learn. Devidron kept trying to culti-v'tc thc littla flock of the Firrt church, hoping hc trourd not bc too lrtc torrvc it rrhcn thc brcrk rhould cooc.

A 8r' Rrvrnni hrd bccoarc r dooineting mcmber of thc Rccolrte church. H€.," 'n ioprlrrivc lookin3 ftcrhy oln, rn Grp.naivc rnd rr,ick inlurlncc rrrcr-o'nr uoctiourry piour, G.rity rblr to gurI our riapt,c pcoptr. f,. plrnncd to
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fake over the flock r,rhen BunsEer Left and to take them to a neu meeting place

he uould open. He precented himself ag a feich healer. l{hen Hr. Eunster did

hurry back to Concepci6n Eo srve hie flock frorn l{r. l{oore and Eo rnake hie

breek trith the migaion, Davidcon prayed ell nighc that t,he Lord nould preaerve

his Recoleta flock. Nexc morning he visited the breEhren from house to

houge. His prryers had been angsered. Not a one senc off with Ravanni. He

senc off, but he crenc off by hioself. AII sCayed by che miggion

t{hite rrirh me, Bro. Aguilera had been nondering shom I might 8ec to work

with me rehen he had gone back to Vil.c6n. He said, "One of our Vilctn men

sould make a sonderful preacher. But tre cen'r. expect him to give up his good

living and ro be a minister for the money I am geccing." His child in che

gotpel rhat he coveted for a minirrer sas Abd6n Pacheco. fuid on Eunslerrs

teaving 8ro. Pecheco uac rcady to com€. He cook up the sork in Recoleca in an

able uay.

He had only a rudimentary education, but he tr6s too lrise ever t,o reveal

ignorence. He tlr8 ceutious not to .ey enythinS unleca he uec rure of his

ground. tJhen uncertain, he uaited and kept alert, Iistening and uatching. Hic

composure uer his forr,e. l{edic rtudentg of hic neighborhood uould try to

confound him by spprr€nt uirdom in medical jargon. He trould Iirten. The next

rioe other rtudentr tried thc teoe 8tne, he reould thros in comething the oLher

boyr hed reid. He got. rcputrtion for knouledge emon3 che medicr. In

Srnriego roong, r[1 hir cont,lctr he cene to bG rcrpecced er r rolid men of good

judgocnt.

Hc slr n.vGr 3ivcn to yordincrr. ThGrG slr rublttncG in elt hc atid.
I rcocobcr onc rrrG.t, acroon of hir in hir cerly dryr in 8rn Bcrnlrdo.

Thcrr u.f axcitGncnc ovGr thc [on-3rdc houring and rSitrtion for . cut in
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rcnts. Bro. Pacheco said, t't''|haE you need is noc better houring' If you rrere

givenrnet,eanitaryePertment,ettfurnished,ittlouldn.t'begixnonthgtill
yourhoaegouldbelikenog.Yougoutdpawnellchefurnit,urefordrink.
your children would be rleeping on the floor on a pile of rags. t{hat you need

ia not a change of houces but a change of trays'

,'you complain abouc the bed bugs. If you do not chenge your way8, you

ere going Co a plece uhere the housing uill be eorse t'han here--u8ty' 'dirty'

leaky, drefty, damp, chilly' crouded' And you trill have bed buSs chewing on

you big as turttes"t
DuringmyyeerginSantiego,FirstChurchhadaSuccesEionofr,hree

renfed hatls end a building of our orrn. The first one t,eg a block tresc of

Recolete Avenue about six blocks from the river et 425 Farifia--noc a degirable

plece,butchebestavailable.Everyuhereelsethelandlordhadturnedme
dorrn. one told me, "Not for e Protestant chapcl. Before I nould rent for

thet I uould renf, for a coal depot or for a broChel'rt The landlord r'rho rented

tou!,sr.NahumVeequez,hedhadadaughcerinthet{ethodittstntiaS,o
College, end t,houSht tlcll of mirgionariee. So here ue began, uondering uhy

thc Lord had given ut noching better. But I uar ro learn uhy' It r'rag in

order to give u! Selom6n l{urrieCt, to Eive ue Berta Hucsiettr to Sive us

l{crccder Cenalcr. Herc nrl uhcrc Firlt Church ett orSanized'

ThcrecondhomeofPir'tchurchtralrttorcbuildingonthet{rpochoriver
front betneen Recoleta end Indcpcndencie. onc dey sr' varquez clmc tcrost

to51 to ay houta rll hcctcd up bccrut€ thrt fcllou (Bunltcr) hea oovcd out

sithout nottcc rnd rrithout hir chencc to inrpect thc plecc and errcrr demagert

rnd hrd rcnt hiE thc kcy by rnorhcr. thcn hc found oc rcady to 80 over to hir

hourc sith hin.nd .Ernd for rny drouScr, he quictcd dorrn end ger 
'Pp€rtcd'

Eunrtcr hed oovcd our ocetin3 plecc to thc rivcr front' lnd it' t6r ltill our
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oeecing place shen he abruptIy tefc for Concepci6n.

Nos Abd6n Pacheco crme a3 pastor of Firgc Church, and lre soon moved to

helL Number Three on RecoleEa Avenue iteelf, a buiLding on e street corner

thec had a large front room sith a double door, 8et diagonal and facing south-

east and opening to Cg,o screect. There rrere Cuo or three other rooms suiCeble

for classeg. Here te continued trith 8ro. Pacheco as pascor until my first
furlough (L922-24).

The HcGavocks arrived in Santiago

lefc the country on furtough. They bui

Vigca seccor trhich concinued to be the

after the Devidsons finally Ieft Chile.

as neu, miseionaries a few days after we

lc a building of our own in th€ Bella
home of the First Baptigt Church uncil
I

In renred hall No. l, nhile che uork trar very netr a girl who attended

developed sn illnecs. In a cervice she asked that ue pray for her. tJhile she

remained in her sear I ied in a prayer for her from che pulpit. A Pencecostal

neighbor ulsn't satisfied. He ctepped to the fronc, called her to him, had

her kneel, leid his hand on her head and prayed.
t'Lord, I am not uorthy ro do thia, but cleanse me, and ghou chy pouer.

Heal this girl, and casL the demon out of her. Then in a vigorous conrmand,

ttDcmon, come our ol' her. Come out, I contmand you in Jesus' name.tt

Then he cook hcr by che hand, rai sed her up and rold her, "No,,r you are

uell, to on home."

Neirhcr my pr.y€r nor thc

Once in ranted hetl Nuobcr

lcrvicc. 6y inrtinct thc fIock

brother'r gave hcr any irmediete improvemenc.

Three en errth trcmor ceme uhilc r.rc vcre in e

rt.rtGd to ri!c to Icrvc chc buildin3. Thcn

lPcrhrpr thi r nrt but r rent,cd hal I .qutrtart. Ei rher t.lry i t teer much better

l
II
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sorneonest'rtedtosins.Therest.joinedin.Theyconcinuedtoeingduring
th€chreeE.Theneighborgalugurlinatremorrushedoutfromtheirhomcr
inro che streer, fell on cheir kneer to cry, ttl{isericordia, seilor-r' t{hen thcy

heard folkg singing in the queke thcy came froo all four direccionc and col-

Iected at che door to gee ghac kind of fol'kg t'hese sould be' seeing the door

fulL of spect.acors, one of ours ctood and testified chat in a quake"'I will

fear no evil, for Thou arc sith me.ir others foltosed suit, eaying chey

eeren't afraid in the Lord'g houge'

once an o[d soman who atcended at chapel Number Three told me she

intended to be bapcized--for hcr rheumatiem. she had heard thar come had

gotten r.rell on being bePcized'

At thi' church ne hed bcen trying for sone t'ime to 8'eE the folkc Eo sctrc

sunday school and other gcrviccg on time insread of when the folks had drifted

in in gufficient number. AE one businegg meeting, afcer considerable discus-

sion they tl€re PreParing to voCG fo do that'--oortty to plearc the mirsionary--

trhen Bro. Juan Cdndida, an illiterate but devoted Chrittitn' tsunS' everybody

eg,aintt it by quotin3 e proverbr "Qt'lien apurado vive epurado m"ere"'l The

proverb t.9ac alt authority. The peopte eere efraid to vote to mcet on time for

feer they miSht kill themeelvcr by hurrying'

8ro. Pecheco uar baptizing a number of convcrt! 6t the tecond baprizing

in Srntiego. This in e crnrl prrelleting the !{tpocho t( the foot of Antonio

Verar. None of the lPccgetorr hrd Gver l€en a beptizing' t{hen onc younS'

eonr.n sar coming uP out of thc.trctm her girLfriendr, feeting thet thil muct

bc rn Gvent in hcr lifc, ihrcrr confctti ovcr her. No tclling hou long ir took

to gGt it ouc of hcr hrir.

lLi*r" in r hurrY, die in r hurrY'
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Ir uas 8r. rhis baptizing thaE t{anuet Alarc6n, being led up ouc of the

u.ter, shen Devidson on the btnk offered him a hand, saved hin eride, flung

hiacelf donn in the erCer' st,Em do$nst'ream 40 yards and back again and then

cen|€ out. A coupl.e of yeert later nhen I knes Bro' Alarc6n be[ter, I alked

him about it. He seid, "It rres ! chitly day and I sented go work uP my circu-

tetionr to I souldntc ceEch cold'r'

Hanuel u.s a hooe piece-trork tailor. He hed been a feichful atE,endant

for meny monthg efter hic beptism shen he broke off actending al'l ac once.

After a ti6e in buriness me€ring Ehe cnuLtr kepc want,ing co appoinc a corrnit-

tee to cee him. But Bro. Pacheco trould te[[ them, "Ic tron'c do any good-

uhen he gecs r€ady he uill come back on hig osn." After a fes months he

strrted attending er regulerly ao ever. He had Sotten hard up and pawned his

clothec. Tailor thet he urr, he couldnrt attend meetings because he had no

cloLhec to com€ in.
Bro. pecheco conrinued.r prttor of First Church until afcer my firet

furlough. Ar chrr rinc (1922) it had been about four yetrs rince the firsr
preaching helL uag opened in the BecoleCe trctr ebout three years since the

Firtt Church errs org,enized uith cuo mirrionery couplec and rhe Aguileras,

about crro ye.rs rince the firtt four uere baptized. The church nos numbered

ebout 40, I bclieve, bcridcr tho.e trho had belonged to the Sta. Elena branch

end sho by thi. timc hrd orgeni:cd rr thc Second Church.

Sanle Elena

After cijht aonthr of lrn3urtc.t,udy in Velverliror.t eG ucrc aolng over

to Sentiego, Hr. Turner of thc YI{CA, r Lutherrn, told arc thrt chc intcrdenomi-

netionel Comirt.G on Coaity nould locltG oG. Thir uer chiefly r l{Gthodirt-
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preebycerian agreemenc. I told him I srould sretcome end ocudy their tuS,ges-

rionc in deciding on location and that I uas not going to tretPa3r on anybody

or eny oiggion trork, thac in loceting I uould meke e careful rtudyr cake into

rccount existing rrork, and ure my best judgment. He had a short fuae end

became explosively unhappy. After e fes yetrt in Chile, migeionariee of one

denosrinacion sould complain to me about the failure of the other to Prectice

coaricy and sish chec Ghey uere es considerece of cheir crork !3 rle Baptiets

t,ere.

Bro. HacDona[d and I choae tlro spocs for our first eorking areas--areag

untouched by ocherr. One waa the Recolete diccrict, the other t,he ccreetcar

cencer at Vicuila l{cKenna end Diez de Jul.io--an interrecEion for frufioa, Avenida

Hatcr and Diez de Julio lincg.
In Aprit 1919 Ehc uork hed been going in Recoleta for about lix months.

I begen to try to find a recond hell ar neer that 8cr€etcar junction ao pos-

rib1e. I lrranged for 8ro. KecDone[d to come up in JuIy and hclp open oer-

vicer there. Buc I found nothinS for rent in rll the area either in Aprilt
!{ey, June or July. Bro. t{acDonrld had his trip for nochin8.

Could ir be che Lord uec cclling ur, Not here? tJe grill felt that the

Lord neo poinCing uc ro [hit loclcion, end kepr preying end hunting.

At one uide-rprceding one-.tory building I erked abouc e for-rcnt rign.

The oeid taidr "[ uill cell oy B.ttGr. He c.mc to the door--r conk.tl
roilcr, vith thc thought of rGntinS, Co ! rich, grecn gringo. Por fun, uhen he

rrkcd, For vhrt purpotc do you rr.nt it? I rrid, For r Protcrtent milrion

he[[. He didn't try r yord. He dropped thc loilc, rnd beckcd up, crorring
himral,f to prot.ct hiotalf f roo thc dcvil' rt hit door.

E
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In AugusE at renting time I had not salked a block from the inccrrection

trhen I srs, r for-renc rign. The place tes a room about 28 feet rquere--lrrg€,

roomy and eiry, sith e targe double door facing on a quiec side atreet, only

rhe second or chird door froo the busy Diez de Julio and a short block from

Vicufra HcKenna. Pifcy yerdr in one direccion a place sould be noiey. Fifty
yarde in rhe ot.her it uould have been coo eecluded. The building and the spoc

nere ideal. Hor.rever, in vieu of many failurea, f couLdn't, believe it. rrac f or

us. I had learned not fo u!8Ce time, go I came to t,he point et once. ttYou

uilI nof rran! to renr, to me trhen you knou uhat I uant iC for." The landladyts

eye flashed rt m€ quizzicat[y. "lJhy, shat did you uant ic for?"

She thought to herself, Is this another trvern-keeper? She had t,urned

dosn several uho santed her to put out her rencer and sho had offered three

timec nhac rhe uag ackinS, toe.

t'Hhat I sant it for ir to preech the SosPel in."
Her feer curned to joy, rnd rhe beanedr "Praice rhe Lordl l{hy not? I am

a Chriltirn. Horr oft"n have I prayed thec thc Lord trould a[[ou me to hev€

preaching in ny homeI"

She hed been convrrted 20 yeerr before through the uitnesB of Don Jos6

Torregrote, a Spenirh Baptirt. There uas no BaptiBt lrork in Santiago et the

tioe, end rhc joincd the l{ethodirtrr et Hr. Torregroca had done. She asked ro

be inmcrrcd, but hcr Hethodirt pertorr kept puttin8 it off. Shc had uon her

hurbrnd rnd rir childrcn one by one at they grev old enough, end rll found e

homc in thc t{cthodirt church. Bur nou for ttro yelrr and uith poor haelth the

hrd not becn rblo ro rctcnd thcre.

l{r. Devidton fitrcd up the roora vith vhice sellpaper and good lightr, e

vettibule, rnd rinplc bencher of hir derigning, bencher of variout rizer for
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the vrriout ager. It ues t,he bett Lighted and most cheerful plrce in the

ncighborhood, the moct pleasent place the neighborr in their dingy lur-

roundingr could find to spend an evening in' Paslers-by rtopped to scG uhtt

ues going on, and meny eere traicing for the opening day'

One old lady oaidr t'Sct me dotrn--Luiea Vergara viude." I wroce her name

in cry nogebook. She raid, "Did you geg it dotrn--the viuda?"

goye thoughc ic crould be e place of entertainment. Some eaid they trere

neighbors and acked if they could gec in free. They wented tickets' So I

srote chem out free Pasees.

From rhe firgt che hall uac filled. !{rs. Villanueva, for rhe sas che

lendtadyr ett my Lydia. To her neighborg rhe ralked of che chapel and of ehe

gorpel. She trught a claac of children. I trught the adultr. I preached'

and ahe preyed. And hou hcr heart rrent into her Preyerst And hon in her

preyert rhe lifted ut uP and carried us alongl She tr.6 r mogher to our

people. Peoplc in trouble hed her come ro their homer. Children and young

peoplc ceo€ ro her reith their problemr. Her home upaEeirc ebove the nirgion

hell rrith en open door trhere the people ceme to telk thingc over r.rith her. It

ser. re.ort for inquircrr. t{eny of our lacer memberg lrere pertonc che hed

uon. l{any hed been childrcn in her sundey school clalc.
It did me good thc ury l{rr. Villenueva prcycd for "our mirrionery" thet

thc Lord sould "givc him paticnce uith ur. For ee mutt try hit Pltience--the

kind of pcoplc e€ lr€. And hclp him to undcrttand ut. Don't [eC him gec

dircourrged gith u.." tJhrt rhc rcally felt v.t nceded vet that thc Lord teould

givr the pcoptc prricncc uith thcir difficult oirrionery rnd hclP thcm to

undGr.t.nd hin.



Althoughuet,ereasgocieEedforonlyfiveyeare,l{rs.Villanuevs!,48
throuShthe35yeertti![herdeathmylife-longfriend.occeaionallythrouSh
theyearlgheuouldgricemeintheScacescellinghowthingcueregoingtrith
her and hers'

HhenSalorn6nHugsiettrrasconverted,hirreligionuagguchetreeEure

thathebecameenevanS,elietpeddler.AlonggithhiSgareshecarriedgoapell
end cracEs' He epent more time calking religion uith hie clientc than in

salea talk' Some of Ehem' ParricuIarIy in BeIla Vista' Lhreu out their house-

hotd images' A number of our netl baptigms uere of his converrs'

Aboutcixmonchsafterhigconversionendaboutgixmonchgalsoafterl
hadopenedSla.ElenaHat[,Ife[t,EhettheLordchouS,hctomakeapreacher
out of Salom6n' I aaked hin one day to epeak for ug in Sca' Elena' But he

,ouldn,t chink of it. "HeIlr" I told him, t'ne sill just have no meeting that

night,forlcan.Ebethere...Soheagreedcocry.After,,lardhetoldmethat
thedeviltriedtokeephigrfroragoingtochechapelstPreechinStime,andhe
almoet brcked out' But ehen hc realized it irtt the devil' he r'rrenched himrelf

free and tlent to rhe chePel'

Thefolksseveegoodreportofhilpreeching.Soonlarkedhimtopinch
hirformeegain,andsoonagain.Afterehelfdozensuchtimeglroldhim'
,,you tlke the pulpit there regulerly' end t'keeP on preaching for me tiLl I

tell you to ttoP"' And lo hc bccemc Ehe Pr€tcher at Sta' Elenr HatI'

You rhould hevc hcard l{rr' VilLanuevatr praycrr' "Thank you' Lord' for

givin3ul.Pralcherthert,Gc.nunderrtend,oncthetknorrlurendprcechcrto
ut on our lcvrle ooG thet trnour hot'r to brinS' thc gotPcl honc to our hcertrt"

t{creoytot'tccppedon?Notrtrtl'Ikncurhcurrright'Ithenkcd
thc Lord r..hG did thrr Hc hrd givcn ur luch r flrming cv'nsGli't' I u'l
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tith ro tiCtte cxperience end ro litCle training Sa[on6o prcechcd

He trar intcnse. He preachcd niCh feeling. Be ver oftcn oo thc
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mountrin tops. t{hen he rrer in Chc right fraoc, he prcached wiCh Poe€r' But

rometimes he '.,as in the valleyr. He sar alwayr eithcr uP or dotm- onc ycart

lg24 or 1926, he sar to Prctch the chilean convention 8€rnon. He let hir hour

come and let the precidenC introduce him. He cano to th€ rperkerrr rtand end

said, "I can't preach. I eo noC right triCh the Lord. I havenft prayed for

four monrhs." And he gat dotrn, th€ picture of dejection.

Satom6n frequently fett aggrieved at one or enother of hie felloe'

sorkers. I imagine it urac 3om€t,hing of the tort on hir conscience that made

him feet our of feltogship uith the Lord and ro dirquelified for preeching'

Before Second Church trrt orgrnized the flock there ue! ! branch of che

Firsc Church. For coraunion ell sould meet in a sunrice rervice at the Firlt

Church. One Sunday morning Bro. Pacheco hed conduct'ed the rervice to the

point shere thc element3 eGrG to b€ gerved. Ttren saloar6n rore and aeidr ttl

clntt teke corraunion. I hevc tolacthin8 in my heart againrt, Sro. Pecheco."

gro. pacheco rrid plcra.ntlyr t'Cosre here, Bro. Salon6nrtt lnd took hiim

into e ride rooo. Aftcr thrcc ninuter they ceoe back rmiling erm in arm, and

ucnt on sith the rervice.
An Arab, Salom6n ner not lccutcoraed f,o eomen arruminS, rn equaliCy. He

.,.. ln incxpericnccd ncr,r Chrirtirn, Hrr. Vil'Lrnucvl I ltlltur€ oo3. Shc rrs hir

vcllrncrnt indircrcrionr rnd Iikc Aquile and Prircil,le gith ApoIlor lhe could

oftcn offcr hio git€ couotGl. Thc vey pcoplc deferrcd to her virdom 14et t

pcrcnnitl rorc rpot uith hio. tho tso oft.n ceurcd Grch ochcr t.tr.. Stilt

thay eGr. . 8,rG.t t..8. Togcthlr they l,rid thc foundltion. of r ronderful

church.I
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Senta Elena kept having conversions and baptisms until in I921, t,to y€trs

afccr the hsll treg opened and about, r year afcer Salorn6n beceme rhe preechcr,

ig trer organized ag the Second church sith 15 oenberg.

During my fetr yeerr in Sentiago I norked morc direcEly uith Second Church

fhan any other, lnd tres more intimaCe sith the people there' Let me record

some of the lighter incidentg of those year! uhen the sork uas primitive,

chings that trould hardl'y heppen todey'

In one convencillo uhere I eas giving out crectr sith invitationg to our

eervices one poor lromrn aE her uaeh tub aekedr "Are you one of those preachers

char preeches hell? I don't sant any of Ehat. Thie ig hetl enough." I said,
,ttJe preech to help you out of chis heII and co helP you keep from e trorse one

to come.rl

On a holiday t geve an invitacion to crro men ritting in their pacio among

the bembooe and vines ar a teble with e bottle of chicha, helf intoxiclt'ed.

They insisted r,her I drink sith them, and teere 3oing to be ugLy if I didn't.

I ceidr "I cen't drink chicha, but I'Il drink e glaes of satar gith you."

They got ue a glarr of sarer and I toasted them. They hah-hah-ed maudlinly

"Itl[ drink uecer uith you" until I uas out of hearing.

Our church group often uent itr€et-preaching ro invite folkr to Ehe

chapel for the rcrvicc to fol[otr. Salom6n trould play on hir corne! end dran

the folkt. The folkr trould ting e cong or ceo. Three or four nould give

brief tertimonicr or rppeelr. And thcn thcy nould leed r[[ trho r,rould to the

chepct. At onc ruch occting e broken old trornen, half intoxicetcd, reid co m€'

"They tclt oc you curc folkl of drinkint by Prrycr. Pray for oy ron. He

drinttr up tll hit rmgc.r.nd rrr dontt, hrvo.nyChins lcft to livG on." Shc

didn't think of bcing cured hqrrclf, nor of cilher onc of rhla conin8 lo the

chepcl. TtrG ron could bc curcd tight-unrcan silhout hlr knosltdgG'
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One young man had been quite a constant ettendant for neny monthe, then

brokc off. I called on hiar. He could not tttnd it to rit in cervice and rce

fnperetriz. She spurned hir ltcentionr end eet more intercrted in rnother

young man. I gaidr "Eut you rrcre cooing for the love of the Lord.ri

"No, for love of Imperacriz.tl

I said, t'For love of the Lord and of Ingeratriz.rl

He saidr "I don't knou. It mighc have been a little bit for lova of the

Lord. 8ut it uas precticall.y aLL for love of Imperatriz.tl
An evangelicel service uac quiCe a neu thing to most of our attendancs.

One could never count on nhet the visicorg thoughc they should do there.
During service one came in, 8ew r large primery Sunday School picture hanging

on r rtendard at one side of the pulpit. He tretched a monent to rize up the

siturtion. Then he r.ralked foruard genuflecting, crocced himcetf and genu-

flected deeply before the picture, chen backed auey reverently end took a

rett.
One poor fellou uith. hir heed all bandeged up came in uith hir hat on end

kept trying to g€t the ettention of the preacher. Finally he brokc inr t'I am

not irreverent. I got my heed hurt in a fight and have co keep my hac on r,o

keep from cetching cold."
Hr. Ravenni tried to intrudc here. Tso eomen efter rervicc told him of

eilmcntr. He proferrcd to hevc thc gift of healing. It elr tlid thet in

Rencrgue hc hed provcd it by bringing..ick crt to church, rnointin3 it, end

prrying for it. It cured thc crt. Andr they reid, itr firr€n. erc elive
todryl I told therc somcnr "Nobody hrr r rnonopoty on Cod'r Glr. HG uill hcar

you'jurt rr ouch er Hc trill l{r. Rrvenni. You aurt pr.y yourrclf, prry hunbLy

for thc Lord'r hcrling, end rrk your fri:ndr to pr.y for you."



He sere havinS' services aE Sance

norning and evening end ctro evenings

the mosc pteaeant' onee in rheir seek'

Elena

a seek.

TheY

che first Year

The eveninS's

ctlo on SundaY

Ehe church sere
or

in

begged chat theY rniSht have

"""'l::*ff"'.::"':":"": :::""'s had no sood r"av co take care or rhe

moneyintheirsimplehomeg.AnditUaseasyrousesomeofictemporarily
andnotbeablecoPayirback.PedroSanchezr,asoneofrhemoreScableand
moreablememberso[thechurch,burquitesnet,Chrisrian.Inanelecrionof
officers, rhey nominated him for !reasurer. He,ouldn'r have it' He said he

couldn'c trusL himeelf' Later in the session they nominated him for church

cIerk. He said"'This is more Iike' I can do thac.''

, One of our members' t{rs' Erminia de (Eleodoro) Concreras' had absenced

herself from che church for many ueeks' I sent [o eee her and urged her fo

come back' She said ghe uouldn't come back because o[ uhat Pastor Salom6n had

said. I said"'Forgec it' and Ier's 8o on uorking togecher for the Lord"'

Shesaid"'lamnotSoingroforgecic'Ihave'''hachesaidallsritten

do'.rn in a notebook so I uontt Iorg'et .''

I said, "Bring, rhe notebook end IeLrg burn i t t'p"'

Shcsaid,..No,IhaveitlockedupinrhetrunkforsaIckeepinE,and

ir's g,oing, co sLdy there"' .an of maybe l( years uhose home

lrene Florel ual e rucet lirrle ChrrsLr

ua8 ! home ol privation' Icr frcher' t PePcr-hanger' ettended 6olo€r but he

ueroftcndrunk,andrrhcndrunht,rsrrerrorinthehome.lnctestimony
mectinSlrencrtoodrndseidrimply,..PrryIormyIather.TheLordrevedme'
end I etnt Hilt [o r've my ferher too"'
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One boy abouc 14 choughc he should tegtify tike the rest. He reidr "Hhen

eraainetion time came in gchool, I hadn't cracked a book. But I praycd thet

the Lord rrould help me by, end He did. I pareed the examination'"

In prayer neeting Juan Cindida, a very dark-complexioned iIliterace, a

timple man sho loved the Lord, once prayed, "Lord' cure my disposition. I

have a rerrible disposition. Ihac spell I hed yetEerdtyt Carambat That trag

terriblet Lord, cure my diepoaicion (genio)."

Afcer the church in Sanca Elena tlss orgtnized, I tried to leave the

effeirs of rhe church co che members. It was their school of democracy.

tras 3he one place in the sorld r.rhere they had a voice and uhere everyone

counced for one. Accordingly, their business meetings trere lively. l{hacever

che buriness, it cook them a long cime to sork ir out. They leerned to have a

speciel night for buginesr or€eting--to begin and devote the entire evening to

it. For inrt,ence, uhen I built che vestibule, I put in frogted sindos p6net

abouc 12 by 14 inches. One of these had got brokcn. They debeted uhether to

rcpltce it or nor. Everybody erpressed himgelf on the rubject. tlhen they had

voted to do it, they uent through th€ stme proccss deciding uhether co puc in

frorted gleoc or to put in ptein glesr and paint it. It cook ebout en hour

cnd e hrlf ro finirh the businesr of the sindou Ptne.

Once I asked Eliodoro Con(rerasr "lJhy do you talk in busincss meetinB on

every iCem thef comes up?" He esked in surprice, "lEn't every member suppoeed

to?"

It

Sccond Church

boyr' club crlled
froo hooe to home

tolved thc probleo of .ttrting on tinc. Thcy orgenizcd a

Lor Derpcrtrdorcr.l On Sundry norningr th.y vGnt eround

to lct f ol kr knou nhrt t imc i t trlt .

lThe lrrkcncrt or The Alarm Clockr.
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SecondChurcheluayahadquice!celebrationacChrigtmeg-.l,ich!ree,
rongs, recitacions and Sifts' Some merchancs used co help ouc' One .,ea a

scotch friend of Bro. !{acDonald'c, l{r' sucherland' ouner of La caea Ingleea'

ochersUerethet{cKayroftheHcKayGalleteCoopany.ItookSalom6nand
pachechodosn co the l{cKay office, and shen one of the !{cKays came in' a giant

about eir feet six, my dimunicive chilean compenions almosc shistled' and long

talked abouc whac galletas could do for a nan'

one christmas, uhen chileen leaders eere promoting a chrift and savings

movement, it tras proposed in santa Elena thst' the church give each chi[d nor

aomething to eat buc E savings deposit book uith a credit of say 50 cencevoe

(l0 cents UniEed SteLer at t'he time)' One mernber' Communisc-infected' opposed

ir hearedly. He oeid it would be ceachinS their children to be capicalists

andmekethemdespicecheirveryParenls.Heleidrnanyofthemdidnothavea
ghirr [o cheir backe, lnd thac a ahirc trould be aore euitable' tJhen che

peoplekepconfavorinSir,hegrewmoreviolent.ToreLievet'hecension,I
raidr"Iftrecan'cgivethemrlhirt'maybesecouldgivethemagolepa'From
thenontheygevelittleforcetohismouthinEs.Timehadrunontillicuag
1l:00 in the nighc. I,;ent home and lefc it to them' Next day I Iearned chat

he hed kepc on opporing more lnd more noirily, and rhat the church had PuE him

out for insubordinarion'

The Devidton3 clme beck to Sfe. Elena after r C!'o-y€ar furlough' Ae they

,rr Eog,Gther on thc righr side of rhc eirle, an ugher tepped t{ery on che

rhouldcr and reid lhc uer on the eron8' ride' end reould lhe movc over' I moved

ovcr thc rirlc rfith hcr. I roon lcernad thrt in our ebrcnco t'he church had

votGd io scrt iha rcrcr lcperrtcly--thc mn on thc righc rnd chc somcn on the

Icfr. Thc church hed cooc of ejc. Nou thcy could tclt thcir nirrionrricr'

chcir foundcrr, uhtrG to 'it'
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building rite for Second Church I bought e conventilto in
In a niche in c c€ntrel plece the conventillo had an irnege of r
protecting raint of the convenEi[[o. rt proved to be romc yeera

could buiLd rhere. [Je did not molert the tenantc, but Let th€e rtey
end all. People kcpt joking ne abour our Bapcirt idol. Bur I raid,
silL it do to get the idol ouc of the conventillo if ne do noc ger

their heartg?. rn cource of time it dicappeared of itcelf-.-nobody

Honorie Espinoza

Early in the school year of L922 a group of univercity freshmen

provincec rlere passing the Senta Elena chapel and nere arrected by e

(salorn6n) chac could be heard e block !.ley. Amreed by ruch a rtyle
epeaking they parred by more then thc one evening. one of theo sar l

from che

preacher

of
Honori o

Espinoza of ceuquenee. He ser inprersed amucingl,y by the courtery of e

foreign genrlenen (Hr. Devidron) ec the door, sho selcomed him in. The

prcacher'! neltage touchcd hoae. He had corm from e hoare of godly percntr,
pcople of intcarity. They hed cooc under the influence of Adventict mircion-
ariec, I believe, lnd hed rooc cvengelicrl enl,ightenmenr. Before long Honorio

en inquircr end night efrer nighc urr reeking light from selom6n, fron
Vitlenucvr and from Hr. Devidlon.

Ecforc oeny deyr Honorio crrne to l{r. Drvidron'r honc uith hir problea.
hrd serncd hia thar if hc di,d he

hc crnc brck, hir dccirion ordc, lnd

Should hc bc brpci zed or not? Hir frther
vould rcnouncc hio. A fcs oorc dryr, rnd

roon eftcr vl. brptizcd.

elt

l{rr.
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ThencamealetterfromhisfathersayingchatHonoriot,asnolongarhie
fon. Honorio !'rot€ hie fether' erPressing hir regard for him end hie

Sraticudethathehadruchafather,hiedegiretobeanobedient3on.Inthis
onequestion,houever,hemuscfolloghigconlcience.Hegouldaluayebehig
filialanddutifulson.Thefecheransgereduichappreciacionofthemanli.
negcofrheboy.Hegighedhimgellinthener,courgehehadtaken.Heurged
himnoctodisappoincthemilgionariegt.rhohadbefriendedhim.Honoriogould
sEill be his son' 8uc he himself could not aPProve Ehe Baptist fait'h' and he

could not finance Honorio ae e Baptisc'

AgHonorios,aveagoodaccountofhimselfinhisnetJcourEe,thefather

8,reu proud of him. This ehot,ed mogt at Honorio.g g,edding which came in three

orfourye6rg,wichthefatherPresentandbeaming.ochersknorrbecterthan
IrhateEth€yearspaseedt{r.Eepinozaacceptedthefaithofhireonand
becarae a deacon and iron pillar in the Bapcirt church of hio toufl'

Aunivergicystudent'nouonhi.o!,n,Honoriosetouttofindtlork.
Afterafetrdeysofhunting,hieroom6ndboardpaidupforonlytuomore
dayr,hecamedicpiritedtothemielionary.Allemployerrcurnedhimdogn
becaule of hir youth. The micrionary reid"'Time uill remedy thtt"' Hurt by

the mierionary's fecetiougnerr end recming Iack oI concern' the boy oaidt

,,Don,t mrke jokes. Thic ic acriout"' The mirrionary t,at untroubled becauge

heureenttotcetheboyt,hrough.tlhcnHonoriohadreechcdtheendofhir
r€tourcc! vith noching in right' thc Devidlonl invitcd hio to live uith themt

tocontinuchirrtudiclinthcunivcrrity,endtoUorkinthcchurchclbyury
of coopent.tinS tor hir .uPport. Thi. .rrrn8,alEnt continucd rbout lir monthr-.

til,tthaDrvidlonl[c[tChilc.Thct{ccrvochl.rrivedrfcrdeyrrfterthc
Devidronr lC[t, oovcd into thc oirrionrry rGtidcnce in plece of thc Drvidronr

rnd hrd Honorio fivc vith thto tht teo yc'rt thc Drvidronl eGrG on furlough'
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Honorio's gringo

lacer chec !'hen he r"ag

carrYing a Peckage he

him.

friends gave him plency of embarrassmenE' He confided

wich Ehe missionary dountown and the missionary q'ag

had bought' he was aluays afraid some friends sould see

oncetheDavidsonshadhiminviEechreeofhisfriendsforsuPper.

Supposingicanine-coursedinner,rheS,uestonlynibbledtt'thefoodserved'
and said, "No more, thank you"' Honorio' perplexed' urged' ttEat 

' eacl ItIl

tel I you vrhY Iaier 
"'

Inrhecoaching,classesthestudencminisrerSweregiventoribbingone

anoIher. One subjecl they cwirred Honorio abouc "ras his I iving uirh

gringos. Somecimes they srould laugh ac something he did or said as being

gringo.ThemissionariesfeltthatEhemosrsuitabletrainingforl{onorioLJas
forhimtocomplecehislagcourseandtosrudy,.,iththeorheryounEminiscers
in rhe missionary'g coaching classes'

IntheuniversicyHonoriobecamethebuLt,ofceachersandscudentg.

ReligionuagasuPersiritionbenesthcheeducatedman.Andtheevangelicals
didnorhavetheonesaving,IeaIureoIrheCathoIics--socialscanding-.but
uere the scum ol societyt and Ianarics at thtt!

HonoriostoodaloneendurinEtheirjestsandgivinp,amanly',litnesslike

Paui6mon*rhesophisricatedAthenians.tJiLhinafer,.rueeksatterhiebaprism
hc erked (or rhe chapel tor rn evening just Ior himselI and his universicy

P,uestr. He uould invite them and Sive them his urLnes6 for Christ'

In rime he c6mc ro be highly reg,arded by m6ny of the educeced' BeIore I

leftChilenearlyfiveyetrseIterhirconverrion,virirorrtthirpreeching,
uere studentt' labor leederr end nationel deputier'

)
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Hiseducationinlawprovedcogivehimpresrigeandtherespectof
serioug-minded civic leaders "

Honorio uorked at firsr as a layman in sta. Elena along with salom6n and

!{rs. Villanueva' esPeciaLly reich che younS peopLe' Particularly the Sociedad

de J6venes. Later he came ro !'rok as associate Pastor of the Recoleca church

sith Lurher Moye s8 pastor' end then as Pascor there himself' It sag here

chat he came ro knos the Erandos and thac he found Luz, end thst he dgveloped

firsr as a gifced preacher, and char persong of standing began to 8,o to hear

him and ro consul t him'

IbelieveLuz,rJasonlyl5ghensheandHonorioweremarried.lJhenhe
proposed Lo marrv, Lut'her Hoye joked him abour robbinS' che cradle'

But living as a student in the homes of missionaries for three years and

then in boarding houses after the Davidsons returned to chile' Honorio had had

enoughoIrhesinglelrfe.AndrheErandonsoihischurch!,ereSsterling
fami ly, and Luz a charming, and a choice companion'

once r.rhen newl y ued, Luz sas vi s i r i ng 8t the Davidsons. tJhen l{rs '

Davidson came out onto the fronr porch, Luz suddenly stopped the porch s"ring'

and said, "l lorp,ot i lra5 msrried. A married r,roman isntt supposed to sr'rinp'

likc a g,irl, is shc?"

tJhen llonorro began ro sho," rarc promise as s youn8, minister, Davidson's

seminery mate end lriend, Norfleet cardner of North carolina' olfered to

Iinance Honorio in Louisvrlle semin6ry. 8ut the miosionary felt that t'het

vould tend t,o de-Chi leeni ze him and creete a berrier betureen him and hi g

people. The bert cducst ion for him in his invnature yetrs t,8t in chile' end

rhe nott tuireble in Chtle at the limc uas in thc University School of Law'
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AtterafewyearstheChileanBaptisrSeminaryL,astobecomearealiry.

Honorio,;aspromisingasakeymanintheschool.JustatthsttimeMr.
cardnerraisedthequestionuhecherHonorio!,asnofmatureenous,honlyto
profirfromsuchaperiodofscudyintheSrates.Mr.Davidsonagreed,and
Yr. Cardner renewed his offer'

This was just 8c rhe time thar Dr' Haddry felt the cime had come ro

escablishcheseminaryinSanriagoandthatHonoriowasthemanrobe.trained
roheadit.Howthingsuereconspirins'toSether!

IntheseminarvHonoriowoncheregardandloveofscudenrsandteachers'
both as a serious scudent and as a choice personality' His class made him

rheir presidenc. once che class LranLed President sampey's permission for

somerhing he did nor favor. l{onorio Hent ro him wirh cheir requesr' Dr'

Sampey granred ir, buL said' "I am doing' rhis not Ior the class' but Ior

Honorio EsPinoza."

Hhite che Espinozas uere aL Louisville, the children made themselves one

uith their schoolmates--so much so Ihat vrhen their parents spoke Io fhem in

spanish before others, they urere embarrassed end would 5e/r "I don't under-

st.and. SPeak Eng, I ish"'

Tlre story of llonorio !.spinor.e is the storv ol o youth who 8,ove up evcry-

thing tor Christ, lrke !{oscs--{ather, homc, stalus' living' Associares' It

cost him. He pnid a big, price' But 8s with Joseph' the 3tory o{ Honorio

lisprnoza ic rhe story of lrou cod uag uith a fairhtul youth' It is the story

<lt uhat God chose to do sith e man uho put himself in cod's hend.
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Franc : sco Lobos and Samue I AI varez

ThechirdlocationwherelJestertedworkinSantisEowasonFranclsco

LobosnearcheQuint'aNormalandtheCrotEoofLourdes.Toreachitfrommy
home in Providencia I took three streetcars' including a horse-draurl one that

ran I rom near rhe Alameda stat i on out past the Quinta '

TheAlliancehadahalltherebuLgeregivingitupasahardplaceand

'Jereofferingthebuildingforsale.t.Jeboughtit.t..lhile!,,el,,ereputrin8ir
in order, smonE other things PuLting in some adobe psrEitions, a Iaborer came

into the room I L,as using as conscrucLion off ice. lle asked, ''Are you t,he

father?,, ,,No,,. I said. lle Iooked puzlled. .'They rold me you,ere..' It,

daurnedonmethathemeanLrheminisLer.Solasked,,'Yns,whacdidyouwant.
ro tel I me?,, |ie said, "I r,renced to make conf ession.'' I said' ttDontr make ir

to me. bur to Cod. Kneel on rhis bale of strau 8nd tell the Lord about it.,.

This he did and prayed uirh all Ireedom and sponraneiry'

samuel AIvarez, brother oI Juan Doming,o Alvarez, a layman' came up Irom

theSourhrojoinourS,roupofpreacherstudents.HelivedintheFrancisco
Lobosbuiicrnginlhelivingquartersprovided,auidoweralonguithhis
I i t t i c daup,ht cr. lic was used to count ry !J8ys and uas 6 man oi' genr Ie manners '

Otttl Surrdav 1"''cning. in his firsL mcnths' r-'hcn I visitcd his chapc! at

preachrngt]mclllound(hcbuildingdarkandhimgonecobcd.lthadbccn
raining,andhtlsupposedthatnobodytlo.rldcome'Jtlst6soutinthecouncry.
Byandbvhecametothedoorandunlockedit.ltoldhiml',louldlightup
uhilehegotdressed.Thcnue'snSonrhechapelstepsanddrewtheattention
otpeopleupanddo!,nthestreettoLhenumberolmaybel5.lJctookthcm
lnstdc end had Jl gervice es usulI. Thc other boys of the coaching, clarg nevcr
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gor over teasing rrsamueliCot'l (t," ees e diminuCive little feIlow) about Che

missionary catching him in bed and havinS co get him up for preaching service.

For Iighcs in rhis building se had'carbide lamps. One"hung by the pulpit

stand. One night as he eaB preaching the laarp blew up. The preacher was

unhurt, and i.rent on through the service as though noching had happened. And

the people sar through che service in the same way'

Francisco Lobos proved co be an unresponsive location under che shadoc, of

the Grotto and of the Catholic church of Lourdes. tle made no headway there so

long as I sas in Chile.

Our Preacher Srudents

From rhe firsr I gave rop prioriry ro developing che preacher boys. I

mer uith them st my house and ue had a r';o-hour session oI a morning. None of

rhem but Honorio had had more chan a feu years of elemenrary educacion. First

there sas Polidoro Aguilera 6lone for a yearr rhen Nesror Bunsrer alone for

seve16l monrhs. Then came Abd6n Pacheco alone for six months. Then Salom6n

l{ussiett bcgan f o preach, and ,.re had t.uo. Then Samucl Alvarez came up t rom

the South and Honorio bcgan to Lrork uith us.

!'/e had Iour studying, and preaching, when my I irst lurloug,h come. Thc boys

!,rere so much more ef f ective preaching rhan i that I had thcm nct tnB Bs (hc

regulrr preachers in the preaching halls. 'Il-ey could takc my suBP.e!itions lor

6 rermon and do Iar better ui(h it than I. Thc Iact is, I nevcr lros much ol' a

preacher, sherher in English or Spenirh. Teaching urat my cfll ling. Once ',rhen

I preached in Sre. EIena, Crlce llcCoy tiked lt if the people didn't Bet much

ls"rry or little Sam.
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of rr. She rhought ir had more meat than heat' while uith the preacher boys

i r uas Ihe other way round. She said, .'t,.lhy don'L yo|.-, do more preaching?,.

tlehadonecoursegoinginoldTestamentandoneinNewTestamenr.All

ourteachingofcheology,ofpreaching,ofevangelism,ofgeneralknowledge
gJasintroducedintot'heEibtestudyasanexposirionoftheBibleicself.In

the same Hay lJe g,ave the boys sermon suSEestions and illustraIions growinS ouL

of the Bi ble studY'

In our sessions the boys were always rePorting their pastorsl experiences

and problems and discussinS them. They L?ere not solvinS their problems aIone

bur as a group. Their study of pastoring 8re',ll ouc of their daily experience

raLher than having ir handed our co Ihem in an outlined course'

At Ihe same Lime I made !he round5 visrling' their mcetings and wenr wiLh

firsr one thcn another of chem 65 hs went about among' his people'

That uas a raLher haphaz.ard uay of operating a mission sCation' but until

our first furlough Yrs. Davidson and I sere alone as rhe missionsries of rhe

ner,r santiago fieid, except rhar Ag,nes craham "ras with us during, her year ot

Iang."rag,estudy.UnderLhcclrcumsLancesthisseemcdtoustobet'hebest
method.It96sinthisinlormalschoolrha,.Pacht.c<lnndSalomonandllrrnorio
maCc thcir br.p'.rnnings rn thc ministrv. Tr''"'i'' Cr;d lor tl:t'sr'noble servants ol

llrs.
Some amus

credit, lor ve

One alternoon 6bou( tea Lime I urs eaIL''nB Covnto!'rn lor a str€etcar homc--

a Providencia car, Line Number Il. Nertor BunstQr s6!'t me standing fhere'

ThinkinS it a g,ood chrnce l<lr a virtt to a cale, he came up and reid"tToma v'

lar once?" !{igunderltanding, i saiC, "Si, y 6qui viene"' I jumped onto the
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oncesa[omonasspokesmanforLhegroupwastellinghowharditwasto
make ends mee.. He said he couldn'I even buy a new handkerchief' He says I

didn,t ssy anything, but thaL nexc session che first thing I did on coming

before the class was to unfold a handkerchief and bIo"r my nose' The handker-

chief had a big hole in it. He cook rhar f or my ansr.,er. He was imrnensely

amused by the slyness of it. Enough Io say, Salomon had good eyes, and chat I

had never thoughc of such a rhing'

inoneoIhisreading,booksSamuelirocameuponLheexPressionvice
versa. He asked me what it meant. After I had tried to explain' he said'

',For insLance, if somebody says Lo mc', tYou are a liarr' I can tell him' 'Vice

"er58.,,, I thought he had not only g,rasped rhe meaning, bur had masLered the

use of che expression. l'Jasntr I a 3'ood teacherl

llonorio was much impressed by my explanation oI Cod's creature fatling

inro sin. I explained, man He made in His olrn lmage' crearive Iike Him' Cod

madc him a subcreator, man himselt the acCor in rhe thinp,s of his devising'

Honorio would say Io me, "H" is a brain. He did t'rhat no Lheologian ever did

betnre, hc reconci Ied Cod's sovereignty and man's Irecdom"'

A tl:r r: s C raham

Agncs Craham on comlnB to Chilc alreadv had a knouleop'e of Spanish' Ior

she had studred it in the university ol Tt'x;ts. Iiaving been '1 cLive f'or several

yearr rn tenching and in Chrlstian uork ulth chtldren back home' and being

intense in her dedicetion to missionary uork, ghe uanLed to be ar it !loon

aIter arrival. She roon propoled a pleyground play-and-story hour in a publ ic

park. I arranged it Ior her, but did not g,o uirh her. tJhen she reached homc'

she ulr rrorn end de.lected. She lamentedr "t{hy didn't you tell me I couldn'C
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do lL: Those Iictl.e rascals pretended not co underscand a L'ord I said." And

so she resigned herself to her year of language scudy just like the resL of us

r,rho had no knowIedge of Spanish before coming'

Ag,nes lived in our home Ior several months in which we came Lo appreciate

and love her dearly--a noble ,,roman of rockl ike convicI ions, devoted above al I

toheradoptedpeople.onechingchatwouldal'.'aysraiseherbloodPressure
lras for one ro say anything derogatory of Che Chilean people, even in a joke.

She was not lazy, and did not like Iazy people. She began ro show that

she rhoup,ht 5ary, my wife, \,ras not Purring herself inro the work. 8ut when

she and I had a ralk and she Iearned that since the birch oI our firsr

daughcer, Hary had becn anemic and that now she vras itl in che early months oI

a neL,r preS,nancy, she apolog,ized '.rifh fears, and could not do enoug,h to shoL'

hersel t' considerateness and lenderness.

In order to Iearn Spanish fasrer Ag,nes Ieft our home and spenL the iast

half of her year of Ianguage study in a Chilean home.

One of us uas telling Agnes onc day that Dorothy, eighteen months old,

ugulC cry violently,,,rith I'right r.rhcn,,re Iaid her on the bcd in the SuesL

ro()m. She explaincd, "Oh, I kno,,r ",rhy. Oncc shr: and I ut:rc lyinl', cln that, bed

,;hcn..htt spring, lrtmr: camc Ioosc aL thtl to<;( a:rd t'ell to thc f ioor."

A6nes opttned thc girls'school in Temtrco tn the fall ol 1921 ln a rcrttt'd

residcnce. Yt:anv[ile she !16s prcp6ring lor thot opaninR and also r.tas ';orkinir,

ouL the plant tor the ne',r burlding o{ our ovl1. Yr. Ccllona of SantiaS,o r,ras

t.he architect and ue oIten had planning sessions toRcther. Ailnes as uell as

lielre had lived er the House Eeautiful, the tJornan's l{issionary Union Training

School. and che nev building uas to be like it. The gecond {loor, housvsl,

ue$ ro be rhe euditorrum, tnd 6 fireplace in the (irst-{loor parlor,6rranBed
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as in rhe House geautif ul, would go up right through rhe auditorium. t'Jith her

dreamofrheHouseBeaucifulshekepcIorgertingthisandcomingbacktoher
{ ireplace in rhe parLor, and vas reminded of rhe rrouble with it so oflen t'h8t

it became a sore Point'
Afrer she opened school in Temuco, the plans incompleCe, since Nelie was

stili a IanSuag,e sLudent', she had ro send her up Irom Temuco co most of the

planning sessions in Santiag,o. tler first years in chile were busy ones, and

so uere aIl of her Years'
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and Af ter
firsr furiough in I922 Yary and I r,rere rhe only workers in

santiago, excepc that Agnes craham had done her I8n8u88e study there and began

to help as she could. Ar that time we had !|ork going in First church on

RecoleIa L,,irh Pacheco as pasLor, in Second on sta. EIena uith Salom6n as

pastor and with ljonorio and Hrs. VilIanueva as lay "rorkers, and in Francisco

l,obos hall wirh Samuel Al,rare, as preacher. First and Second had perhaps

tucnty-t ive members each--l don't kno*'

Durinp, the two Years of our turlough "he uork had grown under the direc-

tron of thc YcCovocks urho had arrivcd in Ch:1e n !ew tlays alter t;c sailed Ior

home. Bro. YcCavock had put up a building !or t'irst Church in the Bella Visra

&re8. There had come to be ebout Iorty merntrers tn each ol the tso churches'

Eecause ol'illness Samuei Alvarez had had to EIvc up the sork in San(iag<1, and

8ro. !,lcCavock had inductrld l{anuel Alarc6n of Fi rst Church ts preacher ln

Francicco Lobor. on our return to Sentiego Bro. HcGavock venC on tO Talca to

beX,in uork there, end lclt the Santiago I ield again to the Davidsonr aIong

vi(h neu mirrioneries trho had rrrived lnd v€re doing their languaie ltudy in

Sant i ago.

FrrsL
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FromfurloughrheDavidsonsbroughrbackagospelIentsivenbyHary.s

home church in chillicoche, Hissouri. For rhis LenL Earl made knockdown

benchesenoughtofillir.ThetentwasusedalloverSantiagoandother
partsofChile.ForaiirneicuasteftsetuPinchelndependenciaareafora
mi ssion Sunday School 8nd pre{lchinS' cenLer'

one night of an evangeLisric meeEing, a hearer got up before the invita-

rion sas givenr leIc the tenc' 80l inco a fighc down che screec and'1s

kilted. This had Ihe effecr of a uarning to Iisteners for che rest' of rhe

mcet i ng.

YacDonal d Di saffecr ion

t'lhile i! r'ras possible f or che Davidsons Lo e'ork clear of Bro' l{acDonaldrs

field,Lhedevelopingr.lorkcalledforlacer-comingmissionariestot.lorkinthe
Souch--theHarLsinTemuco,thet{ooresinConcepci6n.AIIt'hefiel'dstiII
lookedLoBro.HacDonaldasrheirpacriarch,andhecontinuedasinIormaI

E,ener6lsupervisorofallthe,,rorkoftheSouth.Net,lmissionarieswanteda
delinlteassiSnmcnt.Bro.HacDonaldhadnothoushrofdividing,histield.

onthedeatholl{othcrl{acDonaldinJanuarvlg23,themissionaricstalked

himir]totakingalurloug,hinthcStales.DuringhisabscnccthcydividtldLlrc
t ield and assiSned one psrt to hrm' on tris rcturtt vrtrcn hc tound himsel I s()

limited,heuaSunhappyaboulit'ltisturiouP'hcameduring'mine'andhc
returned to Chile about e ycsr bcIore I did' I Iound the fermcnt ol

disconrent had spread ,' 6n undcrground movement amonE the oIder pagLor:i. A

break in thc micsion thre6tened. Bro' !{acDoneld' hOsrr}ver' camc in time to

acccptthereorSsnitationottheuorkrandstillhehadplentytodo.Thc
pastor6 loon lorS,ot the issuc' But s 8'rester desire t'or a Ere6Ler voice in
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af f ai rs became r.he ner"r and greater i ssue. Thi s sras growing when I

Ieinlg26,andlunderstandsoonbecameacuce.Howefewyeerslater
co a happy solucion others know betcer than I'

Janet YacDonaId

To Horhcr l''lacDonald I crould give Che highest tribule as a sel f less sainc

."rho endured past endurgnce and kepC sLreet. I have tried to do rhis in my

English Lranstarion of El izaberh condell Pacheco's iife oI her grandfather--t'J.

D. T.YacDonald, Apostle of the chilean Fronrier, Published by che Foreign

yiss:cn Board. I have supplemenLed El izabeth's record wiLh incidents Bro' and

Yrs. YacDonal.d used to relare to me and which I vrrote do''rn aC the Cime in my

yacDonald norebook. They uere joinr relacors. Each one r',ould break in on the

orher ro insert a choice detai I. lJhenever I r-'as in rhei r home they Ioved to

rell ne Lhese stories out of rheir full lives. tJhen I';as as full as I could

hol.d I r,roulC reLreaL to 9,rire do,.'n cheir sLories before I could forger rhem.

It the gre6[est i s the one r,rho is servanr of al l, thcn l{other HacDonaId

,As the greatest !/oman I ever kneu'

She r,ras Iht-. evcr-readv hostcss Ior Chi Iearr tsapr t st s passinS or coming, to

her h:nc. yany a time uhen such g,uests arrived shtt f i! Icd hcr beds with them

and hcrsel{ slept on the lloor. It made no drlference uh<.1 came to her home--

uhether e poor country man in poncho 6nd 6lperSatns or cultured Sent.leman--slrc

7,ave him an unquecLioning and golicirious trclcome and hospital ity.

Oncc I rook Hr. Cellone, the architect of rhe Temuco School building'

{rom SantlaBo (O Temuco to her home. He eef 6 Iarp,e tell EentlemEnt a pertect

stranger to her, at leart a (oot taller than she. In motherly tones, she

.;elconed uc in, petting, uB both gcntly on the back, "Come in, my boyr." tlhen

.re lei: her houre, Hr. Gellone rlldr "Hho ir this 6t'Ject and uonderIul Iady?"
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Xy first winter in Chile shen I went. down to Temuco co Ceach in the

pastors' l.linter InstituCe, she sras suf f ering f rom the cold concref e

her kitchen shere she spent most of her time. It was keeping her i
floor of

Il sith

coIds and arrhritis, but she llas uncomplaining. Ftooring lumber was cheap in

Lhac Iumbering region in those days. So uith mission money I laid wood floor

do,,rrr over her concrete. ller expression of pieasure and g,ratirude stiII

humbl es me

In those days Roberr Burns rras one of my pleasures. I used to read him

ro l{ocher MacDonald since she L'es aluays Scotch. She alu'ays regiscered

delighc saying, t'Ho, tleel he poocs the uords cogither!"

Once in muddy sealton I hiked abour fifteen miles co che easc of Temuco

wich a Chilean companion ro hold a service in a serrlemenr. Out there our

nearly Indian hostess cleaned my shoes, dried rhem and oiled rhem, cleaned my

nuddy clothes, dried and pressed them while I llore a pair of her husband's big

(rousers. Back in Temuco and rII mudded up t8ain, !{other HacDonaLd couldn't

bear to sce me clean my shoes. She felr as uncomfortable seeing me do it as I
r-.ould have seeing hcr do it--queenly highland JaneI YacDonald, mother oi.

t';elve, vetcran of a I if e ol privation' hardship, and lou, ly loving servicc--

..lanet Yac[)onald uanting ro clean my shoes.

Once ne misgionari€t gave her a deep hurr. Thc tsoard had built a I"ine

misgion reridence for us Davidsons end tnocher in Temuco for the l{arts. 8ro.

Since , hor,,revcr,

t{iscion voLed not

!{acDonaId urnted che l{ission to build him a houae in Temuco.

he hed r houre out, on thc ferm, in our l{irrion m€ctin8' the

to recom€nd it--thir sith 8ro. and !{rr. l{acDonald in the me€tin8,. She raid

nothing, bur uiired in diseppointmcnt, hurt by the hard hearts oI rhose shc

had thoug,ht her friendc. 8rc'. !{ecDonald appeelr:d at once to the Eoard at
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Rrchmond, and they 88ve him a house' I can never recal

look on Hother t{acDonaId's f ace srithout being humbled'

rhis uas rhe LasE cime I saw her' for our furlough came

uh i le ,.re were on f urlough ' How gratef ul I am thac the

and parcLy repaired che damage we had done'

I this incident and che

I am not sure but that

soon, and she died

Eoard vecoed our action
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LanguaS,e Students

Four neu missionaries had come to chile Iate in our furlough' besides the

YcCavocks,;ho had comc at rhe beginning of our furlough and who r'rent on to

Talca on our reIurn to Sanriago. The four \Jere Luther and EsCher Moye' Grace

f.{ccoyandAnneLaseter.soonafterourreturnrosanciag'ocamefhreeneL'
ones, the IasL neu missionaries chlIs vas to 8,ec for I3 years--i'Jvnne Q and

Berca Lou Maer and Har jorie Spence. l'ly daug,hrers cal ted rhe couple UncIe l'lind

and Aunt Blou.

inspireoltheLrialsinlearningaIanguageandinlearningtolivein
a sIr6nge counLry uith stranBe \,rays' the new missionaries had some happy times

t one!her.

Or.lce they pianned an c'vening dinner tor all the Eott !st' misstonaries of

tlre station. !,,!ost <tl thcm,,rcre Iiving,,,rifh the Yaers In a c()mtnur'BI residence'

on or near Avenida Espana, Past the center trom our homc tn []rt-'r. ldencio' Thc

DavrdsOns !'ere e6[rng their supper at home';hen uncle llin<] came \rpon Lhem:

"Aren't you coming to dtnncr? Didn't you 8et the lctIcr?"

lJegotupIromthetableandUentecros$tovnuithhrm6rrivrnSaboutLt.,o

hourr Iete. The letter ol invitation uls Iound rn vJynne Q'o overcosL pockeL'

And did he crtch it!

--lt --
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The dinner was r.rhat Lhey called a nuc party. Ptace cards uere nuts of

various sorts for various kinds of nuts--cracked Nuc' Bad Nut' EmpCy NuCt Hard

Nut, eCc. The hostess asked Lurherr "l'lilL you ask Crace?" The explosion of

amusement put askinS Srace out of the quesrion'

In those days all four of rhe Davidgons r"rere sick ac one time ';ich rhe

violent "flu" of fhose PostLrar years' The net'' missionaries organized tO take

careofrhesickfamily.oneuouldcomeoIamorning,oneday,anotherthe
nextday,Eetbreakfascforchem'sndLheyneverknewwhoitwasuntilhe
appeared sith it 8t their bedside. He "rould take care of rhe sick family alI

dayandleaveatnight,andanochercomenexIdsy.Inourhelplessnessl,,e
uere deepIy touched by cheir chriscian love of the Iive kind that James calks

about.

Ar one time Lurher HoYe feLl i

takinB rhe PeoPIe off I ike fl ies'

,..ras dcspaired ot. llor'r rhe Chi Iean

prayed, "Lord, sPare 8ro ' !{oYe ' I f

him." Her husband died soon aIter,

t',ays of Cod r could not I orgi ve her

into the gravc.

lI of the epidemic of ryphus thst u8s

Luther had a burning, fever, and his lire

people prayed for him. f'lrs' Villanueva

one must die, take one of mine and spare

and her chi ldrcn, noL understanding rhe

Ior, as they thoup.h'-, praying thcir f ather

Lut her Xoye

Luther and Esther r.rere abouc to f rni sh scmt nary ot [-ou i svi I 1c "rhcn the

Davidsonsr their first year oI furloughr uere 6lso Ilt l'ouisville' so rhe

clder mittionariec made the acquaintance ol Luther and Erther end Sally-Ber

t'c{ore seeing them of f to Chi le'

I
I

I

I
)

I
)
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t.lhenIheyhadcompleredrheirlanguagestudy,LuLherandEstherbegan

rakrng a part with Davidson in teaching che preacher boyst each one havinS a

class Period sith them'

LutherwaseaserLobecomePastorofachurch.soweopeneda'^'orkin
San Bernardo in I925 wirh Abd6n Pacheco taking charSe' and in his place LuIher

became pastor of First Church uirh Honorio as his associate' Luther and

Escher and Honorio wenr ro trork there toS,echerr and the church 8,rew and

deveioped ,,rith rhem.

-uther Lr6s eag,er to pur inIo prscrice uhac he had Iearned under Dr'

Dobblns abou! church adminlstraLion. He posCed on the church r;alI a member

record charC, checking the members on church aLLendancet Sunday SchooI

aLLendance,o[[erings,rirhing,eLc'LutherlrSsadetightfuloutSoingperson-
aIiry, highiy simpritico. So rhere !J8s no open protes[. BeIore m6ny mont'hs

had gone by, hosever, he found psstoring, not roo pieasanc, and uas ready to be

rclreved oI pssLoring a church, in order Io do SeneraI mission work'

i/henrhener.,housing,andrentaldecreesuereneLrtLuthereenttochurch

onc :.itorning and lound Iwo membcrs itt a vi<llent alLcrcation' A member who vras

a ren:cr ol yr. llrando's had had rheir rcnlal buildrng, inspected. The

i.spcctor hjld posLcd a notice on t.lrc door--"Sub-slntrdard lrousing--502 reduc-

t ion ln rcn(." LuLher camc homc' thr: heart P,onc ()uL of him' ilis church had

exploded, and LhaL r.rould be Lhe crrd ol I t ! lJhr-'n hc went back ro church thaL

cvenrng, prepared Ior Che r,,rorit ' hc 'ras amaee<l--arrd rci teved and ove r.loycd--f o

see the tuo men en6,sg,ed in trrendly conv(jrsetion. i'l is church uag saved' He

had teen iom€rhing nes in the pouer oI the 3ospcl '

lJhen Luther had tittl('more thon a ye6r in thc spanirh langua3e, he !,as

hav:r,g a br6, time uith the good Chtleanr at ttrc annual Eaptist convention that
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mer ar Christmas time. On Christmas Eve he uas enjoying the fellouship so

exhuberantly thac he mounted the placform, and boomedr "Quiero Para cada uno

de vds. cener un pavo para la Navidad." Luther uas eleced by the ovation he

received--uncil he learned hou they had understood him.

Uhen Honorio r.ras just beginning to preach, he did L ike the resc of us

did, dreu heavil.y on greet printed sermons. He preached them wich reIling

effect. A serieg of meetinSs uas going on in one ciCy with various

preachers. And Baptists gathered from far and ne8r. One night Honorio sras

going to preach on "Prepar€ to meet thy God." l,Jhen he came to Ehe pulpit, he

chumbed chrough the pulpit Bib[e but couldn'c locace his cext anylrhere, eo had

to give it embarrassedty by memory. This, very much to the delighc of the

uneduca t ed preachers .

l-urher used co tease Honorio, "iJho is going to preach ronighc--Truitt or

Chapman, or Scarborough?t' At rhis series of meetinSs one missionary's sermon

uas on "t.Jho do men say rhaL I am?" The next day Lutlrer arrived and that nighr

presched on t'lJho do men say that I am?" He questioned rhe same Iisr of per-

sorls rn the Bible and out t'r.lr their ansr,rers Lhet thr-. other missionary had

quescroned, and then asked as ne did, "But trho do yorr s,ny that I am?" llonorio

;ondcred r^rtro borrowcd thc scrnon Irom ''rhom, and nobodv al'Ler rhBL reascd him

abouI preaching other mentg sermons.

lrhen Ceneral Pershing made his visit co Chi Ie and received rremendous

acclaim in Santieg,o, he took 6 trlp prive(ely by rail and unannounced Lo the

S<luth. Luther t.ltrr in Temuco ct che timc, end early on Sunday morning just
happened to be at t.he reiluay it6tion shen Cenerll Perghing ttepped otl as a

strtnSer for the momen(s of the train rtop. LuIhr:r spoke to the jcneral, uho

asked him vhat he r.rar dornj',herc. "l an a Eaptist misoronsry." I)errhing

J>
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asked anocher American there the same question. ttI

ary." The generaL agkedr "Do you cllo fellor.rg fight

never laid eyes on thie fellow before." The crain

Lefc chem as abruptly as he had appeared.

em an Adventist mission-

?tt Luther said, ttNo, I
shistled, and the general
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Joe Hart at che Alb"gj!=
At che close of tJorld ttar I, che world rlas stocked up on nitrate, and

hard cimes came suddenly to ChiLe. UnempIoyed refugees from the North poured

inco Santiago and albergues '.rere set up. I sent with Bro. Joe Hart Eo one of
these refugee cemps shere he tried to presch in che open. An inc,errupcer
uranted ro sey something. 8ro. Hart saidr "Don't be disturbing. t'Je have per-
mission co speak from che Sovernment.rr This angered everybody. t'The govern-

ment ! t{hac kind of a government have ue got ! Look whac they do co us tfi tJe

eere nearly mobbed. Bro. Harc could say no more, and we uere glad co make our

8,ec8uay.

Crace YcCoy

k'e remt'mber pleas6ntly our days as fcllou missionarles wirh Crace

YcCoy. l'ht're l,rfls an exrra bond of undcrsrandinR bctiJecn us as f el Iou
Yissourians. She !,os e uoman trom the Yissourr Ozarks urhere the people Iike
to be Iet alone. Even her Ozark neighbors thought she drsl iked chcir
ot-rtruding into her rctrvities. So she eas 6 uoman vho needed to r,rork alone.
in the languoie scudy days o{ Luther and Lhe neu uomen mrssionorie!, he had

like e father planned for Ihem the hrndling of rheir financer. To Grace that
r,lat inrruding--rhe could teke cere oI her own.
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Crace chose not to sork in the Temuco school, but to sork in

of Santiago. She began by uorking t,ith the women and children of

Elena Church. She hoped for suitable accomtnodations, ruterials,

ment, but chese were never forthcoming. Hard times had jusc come

the chdrcheg

Che Santa

and equip-

upon che

board. No more expansion, but raIher recrenchment. She did her sork under

rhis discouraging handicap. IC gave her reason noC to be happy, for while r.re

sar.r hour fine a work she uas doing, hos the children she r.rorked sich vere

responding, she saw so much more that could be done.

Her solicary n6cure Ied her to take things seriously. Once Luther tras

preaching in Santa Elena uirh her and me in the audience. He used the rexc,

"O man of Cod, there is deach in the poL."l H",,rouId describe some sinfuI
6ct ivity, painr some quesrionable social scene, Ehen solemnly quote his

rexL. This he did time after time throug,h che sermon. He pronounced muerce,

ho'*ever, es ll:ig. t{hat he meant by his solemn refrain, "O var6n de Dios, la
muerra en la ollar" his hearers could only guess at. They trere not familiar
with his Eible scory nor uirh rhat Alabama kind of preaching. On each reperi-
t ion of rhe refrain Crace uould duck her head under her broad-briruned har and

t urn dcep reC. Once she cauS,ht my ey(f, and bl ushed dcept'r st i I I . Af tcr we

f,,cL lr'iay, shc said, "l,Jasn't it a..r{ul !" It uos ilot lunnv to hr,r, but shc did

ha'rc a scnse of humor. She told on hersel I the story of her st"rcetcar ride.
Once she vas riding on a crouded streetcar hanp,inp, on a strsp. The car

lurched, the rtrrp broke, and rhe lended in che Iap of a Chilean half her

size, for the etr ! big-framed Anrezon. Hith courtesy, for "Excu6e mer" 3he

said, ttCon 8u permiso., The I itrle rnrn vith vet g,reater courtery u!r accom-

rnoCet ing, "Como no, puer, sefrorita; siga V., no mis."

I'O, mnn of Cod, there rs a dead ?om6n in the pot.
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Crace mede the Hission meecing

rrere net' missionaries now uorking'

them. There sere other issues root

spoke cheir differences franklY'

of 1926 at Talca a memoreble one' There

The sork was being redisrributed amonS'

in r.rhich all did noc see eye to eye' They

rose, and trith her mounLaineer con-

knou misgioneries uere tike chat'. tr

me uorsc is that I am getcing this waY

Ir needed co be said.'t

hcad uP. You' I I have Lo somel ime ' and

FinaIIy during a last session Grsce

science paced up and doul the aisle'

,,I am ashamed of You' I didn'c

shat E.ers my dreams ' And shar hurt' s

mysel [."l ' n our hocel' Time came

AIone she r''enL out of rhe haII and to her room r

nnm nfldAI one sne Hutt 
r , loh t r o he r room and

Lo cacch rhe train' She \"8s sriII holed up' AL last I uenL Lo

^^ the b€d,

knocked on lhe door' She had her rhings packed and uas sitcing on Ehe bed'

facing, the door' She said"'Come in." She had her head doun' her eYes

covered by rhe broad brim of her har ' She said '

,,Are yo,., ashamed oI me?"

I said, "No, I am Proud of You'

I said, "Ct)me on' and tace themt

the sooner the easler"' r 
'or 

sanLial,,o.

And so she taccd thcm at thc staLion' and uc took our Lratr

Hith the r"ors('nlnB of thc { inances of the Board' vrith reLrcnchment rnther

than expansionr crace ESu no hopc oI equipmcnt. She telt that le''rer mission-

arieruithneededequipmentuouIddobcLterLh6nmsnyt,,ithoutlt.Sot.lit-h
rhis and other thingr to depress, uhen the Davidcons seL Out tor the starcs

ebout lix ueekc e[[er che TaIca meeting'' Crace ucnL vith them'

SentieS,oS,eveheranattectionateIereucll.EachorS,anieationinrhe

churchg,aveheraSrItandaIerruordsolg,ooduishes.llorttouchingoIalI
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eas thet of her sunbeams. Their spokesman, one of their numberr came forsard

to her, spoke a fes uords of love and preeenced her lJith Eheir giftr 8 3ingle

long-stenmed shi te f Lor'rer'

AIL in a[], her experiences in Chile sere not pleasenc to remember. She

chose to forgec chite as a bad dream. she told us she sould nrire u3 one

letter after she got home, and that after Ehat tre would never hear from her'

years eent by uith no conCactr no ne!,s of her' except for an exchange'of

letEers shortlY before her death.

It Hapoened ro
-#- After teI I

t{ary and I

I used to stoP

day he asked'

He

ing on ocher folkc, I must teLt on myself.

had been married only three monEhs r,rhen tre arrived in Chi le.
at the open door of a little otd shoemaker near our home. One

"Es vd. casado?" (Are You married?)

I had been papering 6 room thaf day and ansuered, "Si; un poco.t' (Yes,

little.)
He chuckled and said, "Yo muchol Iuego cclebramt)s nu(tsLras bodas de

oro." (He, muchr soon ''re have our Eoldcn uedding" )

I had confused his question uich "Egta Vd. cansado?" (Are you tired?)

Uut he had thought it uas jusr {t neu uay of saying in Spanish rhat I uas a

neul yued.

On first erriving in Chile flcer found us. tle did not suppo6e rhem e

sub jecr f or pol i re convcrrtt ion, end being neul y ued, '.re r,rere ll ov in ven-

ruring to rpeak of them evcn to e!ch other. lJhen the f lech demanded relicf ,

mustered up t.he cour6Le co try to find out uhaI to do abouf them- I uen( [o

rn L,n3l irh rerei I R,roc€r, g,ot him of f to hirnrel[, cnd vhirpered,

GE:
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"Hhat do You do for fleas?"

He shispered backr "He don't have fleas"'

I askedr "t{h8t could one who has them do for them?"

Hesaid,..JugtPucapieceofflyPsPerunderthebedgithapieceofrar,r

meat on ic. The fleas uill come for the meat and be caught' Just in no cime

allchefleagint,heroomgiltbestuckonyourflypaper.'.
I bought ftypaper and flea meac of him' and hopefully did ae

insrructed. tJould you believe it--I never caught a flea'

In che course of time Hary and I came to learn t,hat fleas !,ere conunon on

polire people and aLso in cheir conversation'

ourSpanishteachergUereanyneighborsl,ehadachancecotalkwith.
Our milkman teught us t'o 8,reet him at che door uith'

,,Como esti Vd., cabalIero?" He took huge delighC in my always addressing

him ''rich this courceous ticle'

At e S,rocery rrying to buy reisins and nor knoginS, their neme, I asked

fOr uvas 6ecag. The grocer said, ttHe dontt have uvag seca!.lt I Spied a

cluster dried on their stems and poinred to them. lle said, t'Those are noc

uvas secas, rhey {lre E3:g'
Aboutfleas,IinvenLcdoncjokethnIt',enLoverbig',lithchilean

people. I uouId say, "lly, hou tIeas have 8,roun in strcnBLh through Ihe cen-

turiesi lJhen they uere t ixing, Lhe unics of leng,th, thcy used the leng,rh of

rhe king,r fooc as one unir end caited it a 'Ioot.' Ttrey ured the IenS,th of a

Ilea'r jump for one end coiled rt a'pul8ada" No' a Ilea's jttp' that is'

rhe pulEade oI rhe fler of todey ir meny timer the pulEada of che flea de

entonceE.t'
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l{ary never could master the sord for beets. Every nelr maid came in a dey

or tt,o co knot, that by cosas ro ias she meant betarragas.

Once at a fruit stand I rranr,ed t.o buy a pineapple. The grocer looked

puzzled, but, courteoulrly did not tau8h. Only after ic dasned on me that I had

asked not for a pifia, buc for a nifra and I laughed at mysetf did he join in
sith me in a hearty laugh.

During our firsr ueeks in Chile I visited an orphanage vhere che mother

tras I Scotch lady of our acquaint.ance. I had the chiLdren teaching me the

names of the flowers and vegetables in their garden. The visit of a sLranger

more hel.pless than Ihemselves led chem to flock about me tike the children
after the Pied Piper. lJhen i r.,as Lrying t,o leave, I thought their heart.y

chi Id i sh compl iment a pecul iar one. I thoughc they r.rere reI I ing me I was no

onion. I choughc they vere sayingr "No cebollart'but Iater ic came co me that
rhey had been saying,, t'No se vaya."

lJe had more chan Spanish speech ro learn. During our firsc dayr l{ary and

I sav up the street a couple of deaf muLes talking in sign language--so ue

thoug,hc. But as lre dreu near ue heard chem talking 6s rhey ges(iculated. lJe

soon came Lo learn rhrt the peopl e el I talked r.ri rh prot use and vari ed

P.estures. lJe learned to gesLurc (luently too r,rhenever ve spoke Spanish. l,/e

tound it is nor uniquely Jeuish to talk ui(h the hands buL a tr6ir of Latrn
peoples.

Cesturet specially interesting to me vere scretrlng up the nuI beside the

€YC, beckoning one to come virh the hand poinring down, making a fine point
uith thumb end forefin6er. I rtill ily "l don't knos" by rpreeding my handr

palmr up and rhrugg,ing my rhouldert.
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l,le used some Spanish courtesies so long in Chile chac lre sEiIl use them

by second nacure--like givinS e man one ie ualking sith rhe building side of

rhe sidewalk. For a long time after coming back co the SEates I couldn't gec

over tipping my hat co men. Once in che first weeks of my return I musc have

made Dr. t{. O. Carver think I had gone crazy by taking off my hat uhen I met

him in che streec and holding it arrkuardly. For years after my ret,urn to che

Scaces sherever I spoke somebody rras Bure co ask me shat tras my nacionalicy.
t{e had to Learn noc only Spaniah buc aleo Eritish English. The EngLish

residents of Valparaigo made themselves friendIy, but noc altogether

incelligible ac first. tlhen an EngLish boy on a hike with me saidr "It is ra

srthah hawt, co dier" I chought I had missed some uordo, but thought I had

caught enough co Suess thec he tlas aaying, "Facher shot a hauk today." So I

agked, "Hou big uas it?"
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l.le c ame r o be mo re Ch i I ean day by day.

the preaching hal I in Recoleca before chere

Chi Ieans had broken into our home the nighc

sympathy and concern. 8ut uhen I told chern

i nt o a ra i nbo',r o{ pl easure.

One Sunday morning I reported at

tlag E First Church that rhe

before. The people expressed deep

her name was Dorothy, they broke

h
F(

-,
f,

For a na!ional hol tdny cclebrating some important happening,, every house

!,Jas ordered to shor,, a f lag or bc tincd. I bought onc, bur vhenl goc oif thc

strcetcar it had disappe areo. I uas hai led inLo ',rard pol ice court aIong ';ith
a hall lull o( Chileans. lJhcn I told the judge that I had bought a flag ro

put ouL but thar it ,.ras ctoIen, he called rhe room Io tctenr ion, and in e loud

voice, addretred (hem,

"You Chileanr oug,ht to be rrharaed of yourrelves. You ere ruch no-good

citizcnc that y<lu von't put out r tleg on your Independenco Day. Here rhis

I
l,r
l'
hu

Its



)

)

)

I

)

I

I
)

I
)

I

I
)

I

)

I
)

I
)

I

)

--58--

foreigner buys a fIag, and some no-8,ood chilean sreals it. [Je are sorryt

l{r. Davidson, thaC our peopLe have treaCed a good Euest of our country 3o

shamefulLy. And I aPologize"'

lJhen se builc che missionary residence on Romrin Diaz on a vacant loc, an

open trench acequia ran across our back yard about fifteen feet inside our

Iine. On our lot uas a branch to a biB huerto behind us. Here on their two

days of the seek che folks of the huerro had the right to come and diverc the

earer inco their branch for a feu hours. They did this by moving a sack oI

di rt or cr.,o. tJe asked thar the acequia be shunted of f our property f or a

shorr Iength so thaC fhe diverting poinc sould be on them. But.';e Iound che

iine sas fixed by survey and could noc be changed. So sre riled it, covered it

up, making a concrere sump for che diversion, and covering it with a cover of

ruo-inch-rhick boards. The uorker sho llould come to diverf fhe water trould

have fo go inco our chicken yard uhere the sumP Has. He grould leave the sump

uncovered and rhe chicken-yard gace open, and che chickens sould 8,et out. I

asked him several times ro leave things at he found them. 8uc he paid no

heed.' I rhink they uere doing, ir on purpose, because I had made it so much

more di{ i iculr Ior cheir man. 8ef ore I built, the lor !r{ls bare and open' and

he couid go right in. Nou he had to vair at thc {ront Ience gate to be let in

besides all the cxt16 t.lork ic took co uncoverr work his pole down rn the sump'

open and clote, and Iatch the chicken yard g,are. So I reIused Co let him

ln' In no time his boss v63 over t( my tste telling' mc I '''ould have Lo Iet

him in. I tol,d him I couldn't ter hir man in anymore because of his uays,

thaL uhen rhcy uanted e6ter, he could come himselI or send comebody else. I

,-'es hal ed into uater courr . The judge eGt Eoing to impole the { ine. tJhcn I

explained my c!se. he LoiC me I vould heve to Sive their nan admiltion, that
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rheacequiaanddiversionpoincr.lerepublicproperty,andnobodyhadaright
cokeepout'choseenticledcoL,ater.HetoLdtheplaintiff,howeverichacif
hismanleftmyS,ateopenanymorehe';ouldgetafineandhewouldhaveto
sendsomebodyelse.tJeIl,Ilearnedthacaaterrightgareasolidfactand
strictlY regulated bY Iat'r'

oneotourmaidshadratherpoorhealth.Sheuashappyt.lithus,liked
Usrandueher.oncesheaskedforadayoffcogococheGrot't'ocoseeif
thegJaLgll..'ouldn,Lcureher.AttheendoIthedayshecamebackbeaming,
,,laIking on air. She had drunk ofcen rhrough rhe day, and had brought home a

bocrle of rhe heaiing wacer. She had prayed to the virgin of the crotro for

healch,andshehadprayedtoherrhatshec,ouldblessHaryandmeandour
r,rork in rhe mission.

Anorher maid of ours r'rho had nor I ived coo good a I i f e evident ly had a

troubl ing conscience. At nighr the demons kepc trying to 8,et her' She ';ould

sruff strips of cloch around her windou and around her door, and sruff the key

hole ro keep them out.. She kner.l they uere trying ro 8,et lo her f or she could

hear Lhem over hcr ceiling. She would wake up more tired than r'rhen she reent

tobcd.Laterlwenttothesttict'oseemybushelofpopcornrhsclhad
p,ror.rn. The rat s had carricd i r across her room jumping I rom 3oi st to joi sr

and pited ir up in a Iar corner oI Lhe attic'

To a uashrroman uho c6me Lo our house to do the washing, in rhe ratny

:reason uhenever it uas raining, I ,,rould ask her, "Emilia, do you think ir vill

rsin?" She uould Iook at me lor a lool and i6Yr "I( ig raininS"' Only after

I had tried ouL our Arnerican.; oke on her many times did rhe cosre (o 6ccept ir

es r bir ol plcrrantry of mine. o( courre lhe did not knov that thslg uere

oth€rs beside me thst reid rhe leme'
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Another maid of ours crich euitor troubles said of one that he was

chinchoeo. I agked, ttReally does he have chinches?tt "Ho, of course not'rr

.|Butdidn,tyoucayhe,8t@?,..,Y€8,butthacdoegn.thaveanything

to do,ith chinches." tJell, donrt laugh, ue 8ey somechins is lousvt when we

don't mean ic nor chink of ic.
I was in courc again, thie time ag plaintiff'
I had boughr the conventill.o in Argomedo occupied by tenancs. I I'eft

them there.
Harfa Mussiett, Salom6n's sister, married to a humble Arabr a soap-maker,

t,!8 One of the t,enancs and my rent collect,or. she rras of a beautiful charac-

ter end e suee! Chriscian, buc had not joined the church. Once I asked if she

did noc aen3 to take her publ.ic ctand for Christ. She had gir or seven smell

children, and life ues crosded ec rhe tried to uork in her emall dingy

QueftAf! o

t,Ohrtt ghe reid, r'noc yet . I uould di sgracc my Lord i f I prof essed to be

a Christian. For aometimes I loce my patiencc uith one or anoEher of my

children."
I prayedr "Lord, nrake me lovely like her, and make me hunger for

righreousness as shc does.tt For if such a sainrly character lra3 not uorrhy of

the name of Chri rt , much Lers uas [.

Arnong, Ch€ tensntr in fhe conventillo uere Li,.,o ruf Iiang sho terrorized fhe

re3t. OChers arked me to put them out. Tenants could not be evlcted r,rirhout

. court order given for ceure. I sent to court--rent court. The clerk pro-

ferged to cnt€r my crre on the dockcc. On the day named the clerk pur me off

beccure the chicf judge u.. not in tovn. He eppointed me a neu date ren deys

eheed. Thar time the accurcd trar ill, and ht: care had to,,rair. A third time

I
)

I

I



a defendancrs grandfacher's funeral. caIled for another postponement. Next

time one of the judgee tras iLL. Atl in all I hed thirreen posgponemencs

sichout notice running through a period of ebouc six monthg. I knen that my

case sould never come uP unlesg I greared the clerkrs palm. lut instead of
ics making me impacient, it made me curious co see just what, would happen.

After three or four such putt,ings-off it gretr more and more emu3ing to me.

The clerk seemed unhappy rhac I kepc in a good huraor.

This uae a courc under a cemporsry revolutionary junta in che mid
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ties.
t.hrown

their

customary for the bui lder to lerve t,he trorkers a keg of I iquor
and maybe t,orcillas or empanadas end for thern to spend the day

revelry' on his ruggesrion I gave [hem e paid hotiday ineread
home sar i sfied.

Abouc six monchs after I scarted my process both junta and courc
our,. And abouc th8[ cime my troublesome tenante lefc my convent

or.rn 666erd--bur wirhouc paying any rent during all that cime.

tl,en-
lre re

i11o of

the premises

a drunken

In building the miseionary residence on Romin Diaz, time came for
observing la fiesca de la primera tijeral.l ,r, foreman, a good chriatian,
Presbyterian, cold mt thai unlesg I trerted the gorknen trith a celebracion
uould heve endlese lrouble during the regt of che construccion. Ic was

on

in

and senE them

Cecil l{oore rayr I must t€ll about my uatch dog. A vendor parring the
houre offercd him for rele--e littl.e belL of fur, size of r coconut. He ceid
hc uet e Grcet Danc.

uith no morc tail thrn
dog. He uould lic in
end jurt.r our front

8ut hc dcvcloped inco a nondercripr h€rvy rhecp-type dog

e rrbbic--born thet uey. guc hc sar a good eetch

hiding bchind our fronr vellp end shcn onG elr parring,
grtc, chrrgc Chc g,rt.,ith ril, hir neight end r fiercc

lFcart of the firrt raItcr.
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bark, and scare the daylighcs ouc of che passer-by' He eas a

dog. Once trhen $e rrere 6ualr wich Bingo on 8'uard' our washing

off che line. Another time he lec somebody sceal hie coller.

predicted, Bingo died of Poison'

Nichotis Gucierrez of Second Church 8,eve us another dog'

Nick. Honorio eaid he sould sure never give me a do8.

good watch

wag aII stolen

As lrae to be

tJe named hime

LeavinS Chi Ie

lJe took a furlough afcer five years--before one uas due on account of the

poor healrh of Hary and the children. she had been anemic from rhe time of

Dorochy's birch in 19I9, and sCill more ',reakly af ter Virginia's birrh in

t921. The girls,,rouldn'r e8c, i.rere skeleEons, and developed rickets' In rhe

Srares I atrended Louisville for graduate work, majoring in Church History,

rhar. I mighr undersrand Ihe Carholic church and uork more incelligently uich

cathoi ics. ln mid-sinter the docrors Iound thac I had tuberculosis, "rhich

they diag,nosed ss acuLe miliary (popularly knoun ss 88l1opin8, consutnprion). I

HCnL to a sanitarium in Asheville, noI knowin2, that rhe doctors Save me I irtle

chnr,ce ot recovcry. To thet r surpri se, I Ler Ctro months I began to improvt:

raprCly. Our Chilcan Enptrst lriends wcre praying, miBhr-ily lor mc' l'Jithin

six months I sas alloued to become 6n outpstient in Lo'.rn, and could havc my

famiiy living, uith me in Ashevill,e. I began home sLudy on my Ereduste

courses. By f{ay of the folloving year I ,,ras dismissr:d lrom Asheville es an

arresled c63e.

At Louitville I took the Th.D. examinaIion and sas p{tssed mar.na cum

I aude. By September--a( ter Luo yearl of furlough--al I oI us seemed wcl I

r:nou5,h co return to Chi le.
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lie senc to eork again in Sanciago. Lucher end Honorio pascored the Firsc

Church nor1 meecing in a building in Bella Visca. I believe Bro. HcGavock had

built this during our furlough, buc I may be misEeken. It may have been a

rented bu i ld ing .

SaIom6n uas pastor in Sca. EIena. Hrs. Viilanueva tlas accive there.

Crace HcCoy crorked mosrly in Sta. EIena. Abd6n Pacheco moved to San Bernardo

shere he had been making visirs, and soon had a Sroup of believers ready [o

Irom a church. Bro. HcCavock had made Hanuel Alarc6n preacher ac Francisco

Lobos. The ient Sunday School our Independencia was conduct.ed, I beIieve, by

Firsc Church, Lucher l.'loye and Honorio. I r;orked specially uith Sanca Elena,

aIso urith San Bernardo, and Francisco Lobos. All of us had a hand in coaching

the pascors.

t/ithin tr.ro years of our return to ChiIe, the Davidsons decided co recurn

permanently co the SLaLes. t{ary had grown weak again. As things Lrere we

could no Iong,er finance a maid. I still had to Iimit. my activicies. Home-

kceping and marketing consumed so much of'my rime and energ,y that I felt I was

giving roo I ittle to Lhe vrork to 5c an tlf f icient missionary.
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Atter ure returncd to the Statcs it was iound that my tuberculosis uas

activc. I cont inued to tlc trcatt'd for cervical tubcrculosis i'or tour or

yesrs. t{ary cont inued to sut {er Irom hvpertcnsion and anBina. It nevqr

(o secm edvisable for us to r(rturn to Chile.

tft: had Bone ro Chile both timr:s uith the hope o{ bcing lite-time mission-

aries thcre.
tle rtill follor.r uith interer'. the uork

Voz Eeutigtar the Ietterr ol misrionarier, r
people in Chi le. I read

other Eources of neus.I
t
T

L3
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I rravel a prayer crail through ChiIe from South to Norch doc.ted r.rith

about I50 of the missionaries, Chilean pescors and workers from Juan Predo and

Elisabeth in Aysen ro Nehemias Vegas in Iquique. I used co meke this craiI
daily in my prtyers. BuC so many brothers in Chrigt have planced chemselves

on my sorld missionary trail t,hat nos I get around usualty in cwo or three

days. t{eeting t,hem ag they welcome me at cheir stations is the greacesE

pleasure I have.

I speciall.y recall t,,,ro incidencs 6s $re were Ieaving chile. A number of
our Baptist friends Sathered a! our home ro wish us godspeed. One afcer
anocher Bave a loving cribuce. Abd6n Pacheco said, "l.lhen I first sew Bro.

Davidson, I didn'c like him. He was a Yanqui and I sas a Chilean. But not

and Inor.r. I have come to love him as a brocher. He is no Longer a yanqui,

no longer a Chilean. lJe are both Christians." He reminded us of
Nebuchadnezztr'8 dreao of the image ehose varioug parts represented the 3UC-

cession of uorld por,rers unril che boulder rolled do'^,n the mouncain, displaced
them all, and gre'; inro a mountain that fiIIed the carth--the kingdom of God

di spIacing, the kingdoms of the earrh.

Thc other incident occurred aL S.1n llernardo, where rhe Christians
very ncu. !{y lsst meering uirh them, alter dismissal, they began ro s

we r(!

in8
"Shal I tJe Cather aI the Rivert' and surg,ed lorr,rard about mc. Onc spcaking f or
them said,

"Probably ve uill never se€ you again in this life. 8ut ue uill mecL

LoEether about the rhrone o( Cod--you r,rho have broughr u! thc gocpel, ue uho

have received it, and the Christian people in North Anerica uho have gent

you. Elessingr on you end Ihem."

So ic rhell be.
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HeanghileinPrayerL,earealreadyboundtlichgoldchainsaboutt,hefeet
ourSavior-.t,hoseredeemedoucofeverynetionandtongue.ThankstoGod
' our sorId-side fellowshiP'

Hearehappyovercheuonderfulgrouthoftheworkinthethirty-five
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yearssinceueleftChile'.happyforthener,lmissionaries,forrhenew
Chrisrians,forthenewchurches,forthemultiptiednationalrrorkersand
Iaymen.uearehappyoverthedevelopmencofthechurchee,overchebeccer
crainingandabilityofourPastoreandmembers,overthefinegrowchofthe
work for youch--chrough rhe Seminary, rhrough che college, through the

VacacionBibleSchools'throughtheprogremforGAsandRAsandet'udents'
throuShtheyourhcamPs,andthemanytrainingcourg€E.tJearehappyforche
choirs and their evangeLiscic cripe, for che surffrer student micsionariea' forF

I
h

l,
B

I

rhe somentg trork'

tJe are glad we have

And ue are glad rhat

I oundat i on Years '

The Lord's bl ess i ng' has

che kind of miesionaries tle do'

for a fetr brief years we could have a hand in the

been upon you. And ir r'riIl continue Lo be'

l

I
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REHI N I SCENCES

!Jiltiam E. Davidson, Th.D.

Harch 1985

Hy father, Franklin Pearce Davidson, and his onIy brother, Robert Lee

Davidson, were boch Baprisc preachers and, as such' SreacIy influenced my

t i f e. yy f ather r,rould end breakf asc by reading a chaPcer f rom rhe EibIe and

leading, us in a family prayer. LJhen he vas aeayr my mother uould do this. He

uas alray every seekend a[ one of his four once-e-month churches. Hy grand-

parenLs across the pasture, leaving Cheir buggy at home, came by for us eighC

rn their farm uagon, and took us to church every Sunday. tJe had Sunday School

6y€ry Sunday, and preaching once a month, and a t'protracLed meecingrt (revival )

(rvery f at I, which wc 6rtended every nig,ht. tJe Irequenrly heard abour the

t righLening, judgment day. tJhen I uas 8, I had in mind Lo respond to !he

invitation, but mother had me wait a {cr'l years. lJhcn I uas L2 she told mc,

"Earl, I'm atreid thaf if you are noL sEved nor,r, you never sill be." I stayed

out oi school co aLtend !he morning mcering,, actended by no children, but by a

small number of odults. Every night I drcamed about Lhc judgmenc dayr and sas

trighrened beceucc I urr noI prepered for it. I santed to do something ro

earn Iorgivenelt, but no(hing I did relieved me.

)



I read a small book out of Iatherts library, Spurgeon's AII of Crace' and

learned that rhere 9,as norhing I could do to be saved' thar, Jesus on the cross

hadsufferedmypunishmencandwonmyforgivenessrandthacltdbesavedby
accepcinghisforgiveness.DrivingcochurchonemorninS,uhenlgotoutof
thevlaSont'ooPenthelanegace,rhepeaceofforgivenesgcsmeoverme.Afcer
morning service I uas sicting aLone on the church porch step when my grand-

molher came and sar by me and asked, "Hou is it, Earl?" And I said"'The Lord

has saved me.,, She stood and said to alI rhe scsttered people, "EarI has been

seved," and they all came !o me to express their happiness'

In my farher's iibrary I found a number of missionary books--among Ehem

t.he lives of Adoniram Judson and Ann Haselrine Judson' Hy father vras mission-

minded, and named ttro of his seven children for missionaries--Coerge Boardman

Davidson and Ruch Haseltine Davidson. Hy uncle Robert, r'rirh whom I Iived ro

srtend High school in Kansas city, psscor of our church, atrended the

org,snizing meer.ing, of the Baptist tlorid AIIiance in London in 1905 ';hen I was

I4, and became more vocal atrouL missions. l{y father and my uncle had a 8'reaC

influence on me for missions, in my early years'

One Sunday evening vrhen I,..ras 13, fhe oldest malc aL home, I was driving

our spriniq-ungon to church ul th mother on the back scaL bctuecn thc Lt'ro

young,cst childrcn. l/c,.rere driving slo,'r to enioy nature 6nd a number oI

(horse-draurn) vehicles uere nog in I rne behind us' To cross a river' the

IevelroadrogesharplyeboutsfeetLothebridge{Iooruhogeenduas
expored. The horres brokc Irom their nrlking into a tror Io 8,et up rhis riee'

anduhenrheUheelsscruckthebridgefloor,t'hebeckceettumbledbacktlards'
and my mother'. neck trat broken. (The beck reeC latch had not been

tastened.)Henclrriedmotherabout300yerdrtothehomeo[achurchmember'
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CharleY HaYdon, where she laY

father at the train dePot ' and

lingered until TueedaY' Father

children bid her good-bYe' The

--68--

paralyzed in bed. t{y oldesr brother met my

brought him co the Haydons on Monday' l{other

se',, chet. ghe was sI i pping and had al I of us

oldest askedr "l{other, is there anything you

,,be I good boy." She said the same r,hing co
tr{Int me t.o do?" "Ye3 r" she said '

each of us.

Then facher sac by her bed-side as ehe gree more

do you see the City yet?'t I'No' no! yet .l' Af ter a bit
fainc. He esked,

she said, t'oh, I

t'tJi f e,

see ic

she
now. TheY t ,e come ' 

tt tttlhat do you see?tt ttl see Jegus"t A bit more and

exclaimed, "Joyl Joy! Joy!" and closed her lips and eyes Ior a Iasc time'

ourschoolwasaone.roomteacherschool,andlhadtakenallthecourges
and had heard che five readers read many times from the recitat'ion bench' Hy

uncle had me come to Kansas city to live sith him and attend High school'

HanuaI Training t{igh' In my second year in my PIane Geomerry class I pre-

sented my proof of che Pythag'orean theorem' lc proved to be a neu onet and I

r,,16s recog,nized for it in the mathem6cicsl sorld' Before IonS tJiIIiam Jennings

BryanvisitedKansasCiryandspokeinConventionHall.Ikeptuaitinp.for
himromcnrionyournotablestudent,butheneveroncesaidauordabourme!

HyfathcrsoldhisIarmsoonalterlsraduntcdlromHig,hSchool'and
became pasror oI the chillicothe church. soon I enLered !Jilt iam JeselI ' r''rhere

myiatherandhisbrotherattendedmorethanthirt.yyearsbefore.lJhenl
t inished my frerhman yeer I recei'ved the freshman scholarship ar being che top

sfuCent in the freshman clags. It covcred one'8 tuition for the year' buI as

the 6on of e preacher I ua! alreedy Siven my tuirion Iree'

I uat e nember o[ the studenl xission volunteer Bend' so uac my clasl-

maLeFrankConneIlyuhovarlatertos,otoChine.tJcviritedenurnberoI



nerrrbychurches,givingineachamissionaryProsram.Inonehomewhererre
srere hosced, Frank goc in bed firsc, but jumped ouc, shoucing, "There'3 e cat

in the bed.,. It, gras trinler and our hostese had puc a hot gater bottle in che

bed.

InmylaecyearacJegeltlfelccalledt.oPreach.Afcermyfirstsermon
thedismissalinanareachurch,folksr.rerecominEuPEogishmeuell.
elderlyt,omancoldmechac!,ssthebescsermonghe.deverheard.Ir.las
tered,butamanneartoldme,,.Tharisagoodoldgoman-.she.sstone

, and defLaced me'

Near che end of che

and
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of Sourh Dakora sPeaking,

churches 20 miles aParr'

headed for mY churches in

on Ihe once-daiIY train,

I ,,rent co sIeeP on him he

schooI year' the Director of t{igsions for the stace

in chapel said chey eere needing a Pasror for two

I talked uirh him, and the seek school closed I

Sourh Dakota. For e month I traveled betr'reen them

chen boughc a sreetern Pony' He reas Sentlet and shen

,,d circle back co',,ard home, but r,re'd aluays even[-

ualIy make it.

oneJanuaryZerollondaymornirrglhadroridethe20milesagainstthe
south Dakoca uind. orr !he ride more Lhan once my ponY uheeled and hunched

sLilI uith hts tail to Lhc uind. onc of the boys at the auay-irom-home church

to'Jn told mt:,"That broncho ol yours sure does buck' Nonc oI fhe boys can

$tJly on him.,, I lr:und t"hey.d been x,etting him out ol the friend's barn and

having, Iun and sPills.

InanevanBelisticmeetins,inthatLor.mdurirrg'theinvite(ionthefirst
nighLadonkeybrayedinthenextblock.Ipronounccdthebenedictionand
told them to come track tot11orrou night ' During' the next dey e neiShbor sau him

moved to a Irr part oI touYl. !{e hed r lerger 6ttendance thef nightr and

rerpon!et to Ihe invi trt lon '

--69--
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In chi s tor.rn I 'd dr i ve Co, a younS man my a8e was the son of the Ieading

couple in rhe church, uho ,,ras reputed co be an inf idel. Af ter my f irst sermon

[here I sent to the back of the church and met the younS folks one afEer

enother. He !,8s e homesteader out three miles. I cold him, "ItII be coming

out to see you." This grabbed him, and he asked, "When?t' t'Next fime I come

dosn.,, On my nexc time over afcer the evening service I surprised him by not

forgeCCing, and ee Lrslked Cogefher out Co his homesread cabin. I had just

finished a course in astronomy, and I rold him about this constellarion and

rhaC. He'd sing ouC, "IC may be so for alI I knos... go tell rhaf story to

someone elsei no yarns Iike chat go here." He r,ras a finicky housekeeper and

hed his house in order, fancier chan most tromen. For deviltry I spilc some-

thing on his f loor and purposely messed up hi s house ' l'ie tusseled, and

finally one of us was holding che other up-side-do',rn. ['lhen ',,e r,rent ro bed

rogeEher very much friends ar Iasr se g,rew quietr 6nd he saidr "They call me

an atheist, but I'm noc an atheist. It's thaL I just don'c kno, r.rhecher Jesus

is a Savior." I cold him to read the Gospel of John, and promise himself ro

see uhat Jesus says about hi,mself, and to rake him at his uord, and do shat he

seys ro do, and you'l I f ind out. The nexr Sunday I '.'as rhere, he r,ras skit-

tish. and aftcr thc scrmon saidr "You sure did foam at thc mouth Loday.tt In

the rniddle oI the,,reek hc phoned mer "Come over, my sis(er-in-law is sick." I

tound he sar Iakrng me to r pr6yer mcering he had callcd ar a neiShbor's

house. He ur€re prsying around the room, and I uondered if he'd Pr8y. ['ihen

hir rurn ceme I sondered it eny of us had prayed. llc prayed !o ef,rnerrly and

so nrturally. uhen ue uent to hir home he uas all fun, bui at bed rime he had

us kncel by rhe bed, end he leid hir erm over my lhoulder and leid, "l have

Iound Him.,' Soon he urar bapt ized. Anorher night during rn €venBel irric
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meetinS' ghile I and che evan8eiist L,ere still busy with peopIe ac che church,

heandotherboysr.renctomyroomandstackedicrlefrthebedrframeandall'
upside down. A card I had tacked fo Che r'rall, "Home Svreet Home," I didntt see

Ior some days, then saw it. sticking Co Che ceiling' He was Che closest friend

I had in Souch Dakota. lJhen I was Ieaving for t{issouri' he wouldn't come to

see me, couldntt bear co' He was Iost on losing me'

I pastored Che cuo churches in sourh Dakoca for a school year, Chen left

ro go home at Chilticothe on my uay to Louisvilte seminary' In ChilIicothe at

a church psrty a younS rromsn, Hary Skidmore, and I r,rent Irom g,roup co SrouP

around che sociaL haII entertaining Lhem. I found Lhat Hary uas the girL for

m€r and spenr most of my ueek seeing her and seeing her off Eo the University

of l{issouri. on my ersy ro Louigville I lrent by uay of columbia, and had waIks

rhroug,h the vroods uri rh her, then of f ro Louisvi I Ie '

l{ary made an unusuaIly good cooky rhat she caIIed "rocks." Shetd send me

boxes oI her "rocks" aL rhe seminary, and I'd have in dorm maLes to help eat

lhe "rocks." One of (he men lras an8,ry at me f or makinp, Iun of them. lle

didn,f knot,, that that uas thei r name. He didn't have thc nerve Lo rebuke me,

and r,ras yeors t indinB out that uas Lheir name'

After a visir to hcr school toun you can g.uess what had happencd by what

I urote in my noLe book:

t{ho are those chiidren on yon bridge

Thar gir there nou this half en hour?

Tuo I ove rc Ihose tr,ro chi ldren are

tJhose I ove bcgan t Year e8,o '
These ere thoae chi ldren on yon bridge

th6t tit there nor.l thig halI an hour'

--71--
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Hary and I carried on quite a correspondence unC.iI the postmen kner'r her

address, and sould deI iver a letter to her r'rith no street address ' By

ChrisEmas Cime I had proposed to her, and CIoryl uas accepted' I spenC my

second summer vacaEion sorking on a friend's farm near chillicothe and saw her

often.
I spenr che three years of residence for the Th.H. degree, takinS no

psstOrate, buE making some money takinS notes on the teacherst Iect'urest

mimeographing and making rhem into books, and seIlin8 Ehem. I scted as an

occasionaI secreCary Ior one Ceacher or another. For a time I taug,ht I 8ym

class, poscing uacky ads on th€ bulletin board, Iike one cartoon of a preacher

saying,,'ilonders uhy folks sleep on him. Take 8ym." One of my seminary mates

,,ras Eertha Smirh. 0fhers sere Frank Connelly, and Norfleer 6ardner of

Virginia.
tJhen I graduared in l9l7 l{ary had completed but three years of her A.B.

course. LJe married on June 25 and 9 days later on July 3 were appoinCed in

Richmond, rhe board's first missionaries tpPointed for Chile. (tJe uere che

board's only applicanrs.) Bertha Smith, my seminary maLe' u'rts 6ppoinred at

the 3ame bo6rd meeting for china. she is three yesrs older than I--nou 96.

At 70, 26 ycars ago, she wos told, "Co home and tcll.t' She Ieads 4- or 5-day

prayer reLreats uith int.ervats of a fe',r days. And she docs a Iot of speaking

at each one. She is still going rtrong 63 ever'

lJhen ve uere aPpointed there .,las no Hicciontry TraininE, Center, no orien-

tetion, no lf,nE,un8,e school r no plenet. t{ary end I uere 2t days reaching Chile

by rtcemer. On Che vay I ctarted Co Srou s mour[achc' and my bride senC on e

kr crinE ttrikc, and I shaved it off.



Bro. MacDonald was a Scotch Baptis[ preacher' 8n invited

had homesEeaded in the pioneer homestead aree dosrn south' and

number of BapcisE churches in Ehe rrea, which he had organized

Eapcist Convention in 1908' 9 years before our arrival' with no

him. The board t.las just now adopting him and hie churches' Not

his coes, ue stayed ouc of his area, except uhen he invited us'

immigrant who

had develoPed a

into the Chile

board ro back

to steP on
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Afterouryearoflanguagestudyt.laryandlgEartedcheBapcistglork

SantiagowirhthehelpofaruralpasEorIhacBro.HacDonaldlentusIora
yearandlateroLhers.lsoonfoundthst!,ehadbecterpreachingiflcoached
aChileanandhepreached.So,soonlhadapreachers'cIass',riththem
pasLoringrhechurches.InmygyearsinChilelhelpeddeveloptvochurches
inSantiago(FirstandSecond),andFirstinsuburbanSanEernardo.After4S
Yearsauay,uhenlrevisiredChileinlgT4theyhadjust.constitutedinrhe
area church number 28' The missionaries and ChiLean Baprists are eager and

ef fecLive "rorkers'
InthefirsrbaptizinginSanLiaSo,3ofrhe4baptizeduereSalom6n

i.,t,_rssieIrsndhis,riteBcrra,achileanrandhersisrerrconverLedintheFirst
Church. Salomon, a [)alestinian immigrant ' 6 5[rceL vendcr carrying' his pack

cI supplies lor r.'omcn, lrc nou sPcnL more timc uitnessirrp. ol uhot uas happenin;'.

lo him Lhsn in sales talk, and had his customers making prolession o[ [aitn

and dcstroying, their images and idols'

llhenSelom6nuas6bout6monthsaChristian,laskedtiimtoprcechin

placeonThursdayniS'htetsecondChurch'Oh'hccouidn'tdoit"'HeIl"'
said,,.ue,lljurtcallott(heneetingthstniSht,Iorlcrn,tbethere...
could,butlu6ntedtoinducthim,(orlknet.lt,hcLorduouldhavchimbea
preacher,lndue.dSethimstarted.),,Incharcesel.llleadthemeeting,that

--1 3--
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nighc, for I can'c preach." He larer rold me thac the devil tried co keep him

from going, and almosc did, but. lrhen he reaIized that it. r.ras satan, he went on

and led che meet ing. Nexc day che church people erere saying that no',r we had a

preacher that could preach, and lrere enthusiastic about it. I had him preach

i n my place every tlro or three weeks. Soon t he church r.ras const i cuted, and

rhey called SaLom6n as pasLor. He became our oucstsnding preacher, much in
demand as an evange I i st .

He and Bert,a had cen children, all Eapcisc leaders. One, Luiz, is pastor
of the Largesc Bsptisc church in chile. Anorher, Salom6n II, a music

professor in che Universicy of Chile, has become a music staffer in che tI
Paso Publishing House, edicor of I ner.r Spanish music mag,azine and teacher of
music by correspondence. One is an R 6 TV soloist uho sings only Chriscian
son8s. The cen recently conducred rhe funeral of rheir r.ridowed mother Berta--
Luiz preaching thc sermon, rhe soLoisr singing a solo, and the ren standing
around the caskec singing a Iarewell hymn. Salom6n I, Chite's most popular
EaptisL evanSelist, preached in meetings in Chile and ArgenLina, finally in
one in Hcndosa, Arg,entina, uhere a son lJas minisrer of music, and died of a

st roke in che midst ol a sermon.

llonorio Espinoza, a freshman in thc Universlty of Chile, Irom a distant
provinsg, uirh ocher provincial I'reshmenr Lr{rs exploring thc nighc life of the
capttal city vhen they passed our Sccond Eaptist Church and heard Salomcin I
preachinS--lo loud that they could hear him a block auay. This lras not the
Chrlean style oI public speeking, and !hey came back night afLer night Lo see

h':u tdr rvry they could heer him. Honorio end a buddy tlere standing oursidc
t:re church door uhcn e Yenkee usher (me) invired rhem in sith such courte6y
(htt they couldn't resirt. For the next Ier,r meetingr Honorio, crptivated by
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Salom6n's preaching, tras consulcing him, and me, and l{rs. ViLlanuevar the

church'g landlady uho lived upstaire, about eccePcing che Savior. He told me

thac he tranted to be baptized, but. his father, of another faith, told him that

if he did rhac he sould be his son no more, and that he would quit financing

him. He lranted me co tell. him rrhat Eo do, but I told him it rras uP to him to

make rhe decision. In a few days he told me he had decided to be bapcized. I

ro[d him to glrice his father a courteous letter about it. He wrote his

father, thanking him for alI he'd done for him, and saying he wanted to obey

him in alL things, but in this he must obey ttre Lord. His facher answered,

chanking him for his courteous and fitial [etter, and saying he'd always be

his son, but rhat he couldntr finance him in school as one of another faith.
He hunted for a job, but finding he wag only 17, nobody'd hire him. Mary and

I rook him into our home to live sith ug, and had the mission pay him a living
allouance. He wag to be minigter of youth in our Second church. His father
told him not ro disappoint us, and came to be proud of his doing eo !re[l with
us Baprists thac when he tras married in about tlro y€6rs, he attended

beaming,. In r fe,; yerrs rhe fether became a Baptist, founder and leader of

the Bepcist church in hie ciry. All the facherre family in cime became

Eaptists, proud of Honorio. Honorio's teachers and fellou students ridiculed
him ac first for his religion but came to regard him highty, and some to

6ttend hir preeching.

Ar [on3 er I sar rn Chile I taught a preachers' class Ior Salom6n I and

s nho vere becoming preachers. lle had not begun a

conrider this the mosc importlnt uork I did in Chi le

Honorio and oIher converr

reminary in Chi te yet. I

and vhat counted for aorf
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Honorio conr,inued his la"r scudies in the University of Chile until he r'ras

admirced co t.he bar. tJe choug'hc chis was for him the best education avail-

able. And iE would be years before we thoughE he could go to seminary in rhe

scares and noc be yankeeized and out, of repport r.rich his fellore chileans'

Hhen he became nrat.ure and past chis danger, my seminary srate Norfleer cardner

had him artend LouieviL[e seminary, and financed him (l,ith his uife and tso

chiIdren)forche3yearsofcheTh.H.course.HonorioL,sshighlyregardedby
his teachers and feIlos gcudencs and become president of his senior class.

iJhen Honorio gradueted from Louisville seminsry the chile Eaptist

Convencion sas ready to starC fhe Chile Baptist Seminary and had Honorio

become irs presidenC. This he remained the rest of his life' and uras an

ourstanding Bapcisr leader in aII Souch America. He c,as ofEen president of

rhe ChiLe BapcisI Convencion. In I955 he actended the Bapcisr tJorld Alliance

congress in London in iCs 50ch anniversary. He sas made a vice president'

l{en like salom6n and Honorio, my chiLdren in che christian Iife and in

the ministry, g,ive me joy, and I chank che Lord [or using me co help chem

along,.

I came home twice uith T.8. and had it altoSether {or nine years' IL

revealed irself firsr during my Iirst furlouSh aIter I had nearly done the

residence sork Ior the Th.D. Then I wenC to the T'8' Sanitarium in Ashevillet

N.C., vhere my docfor IaIer rold me rhst 8t first he g,ave me Ihree monChs !o

I ive, in vier,r oI my exCensive involvcmenL and hiSh fevcr. But Chilean

EaptisIg end e good number oI Southern Eaptists rlere Praying for me' end aIter

a 2-year furlough I sac t,hought fo be "curedr" f,nd uent back fo ChiIe' 8uL I

dtdn'( have the ttrenSth to do fhe uork of a mi6sionery' rnd after 2 years I

res i gned tnd ctme back to the Sterer, uhere I t'rar Iound to tt i I I have T' 8 '
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From its first onsec titl all symptoms disappeared I had T'B' for 9 years'

Sincechosegyearsinmy30,slheven.Ehadatraceofit.IgrewstronSer
andstronserfor15years.SincethaElhavehadbetterthannormalhealth.

IspentmyfirstfurloughscudyingfortheTh.D.degree.Earlyinmy

second semes.er my uork aE the seminary lras cu. short with the onset of r'B'

Ac rhe Sanitarium fhere tler€ no drugs for ir es there are notr--only resr and

freshaironasleepingporchandeatingwelltorescoremyueighc.Ispenc
my time uriting uacky ads to my Chile fellow missionaries'

Context:
AgnesGraham,direccoroftheBaptistGirls.School't,,rocethaErhegirIs

uere--of aIl thing's--obliged to bathe in che';inter' and uere being caughr to

use cosmerics, and chac Ehey uere rurning, lighter in complexion' The

mi ssion's proposed educational program !'es--[irst ' a Sirls' school ro train

theBaptiscyoung't"omenwho'dbethemothersandsouldbetraininS'Ihenext

EenerarionofChristians;thenaboys.school.Thereseemedrobenoprospect
olp'etting,aboys,schoolsoon.CoeducsIi'onabovethekinderg,arrenwas
unkno"rn in ChrIe' Trying it uould be a bold unique venture' Cornelia Brower

uas director oI ttre kinder2'arten and earliest gradcs' Injections uerc givetr

tor everythinP" In every biock rherc sould be a uoman who g'ave injections'

Ag.nesl,rotethaItheyuereadmittinP,boysarrdhadbuiltaIence.lcrossthe
pl ayg,round.
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Send your girls righc along to t{ige Grahem--

In a year sith e coat ehetll orerlay tm

You can hardly see through

To their necural hue,

And cwo coaca uilI never betraytm.

Send all your toEs to
Hith the kiddies she

Ragweed and cettail

l{iss Brower,

sure is a pourer--

She makes over uholesale

Into comething tike tilies in fIoser.

Boys too may come to our college

For injections of genuine knouledge

Securely protected

8y " Ience ue've erecLed

F'r<.lm our girls uhe(her gror,,,n up or doll age.

Ag,ncs never did mention the ads I had sent rhem, but sLrangely thcy
remained my friends.

And in the Sanitarium I kepr studying che seminary courses I had lefr
unfinirhed. t{hen I ver releared from the Sanirarium I virited the reminary
and took my Th.D. oralr, and furprired myrel,f by being given r m6B,nr cum

Iaudc. 8ut I vent beck ro Chile vithour uriting my dircertetion, and never
Bot rround to it rill the rpring of 1928 shen I reas teaching in LaCrenge, end



LheseminaryLJrotemeIhst.rhetimelimitwasIha!spring.Iplungedinand
uroLe it. t'JhiIe I had been delayed a Scotch scholar had published a book on

mysubject"'TheHistoryofrheldeaofPenance"'AndllimiredmysubjectLo
,,The EarIy HisIory of the Idea of Penance"'8nd used as my period rhe oId and

Ne,; TestamenLs and church history up Lo the Council oI Nicaea in 325' I

finished it before the deadline and uas given a magns cum laudc'

l.lhenlcamebackfromChilelsPentasemesIeraLrheUniversicyof

Yissouri,LhenaJe,,Jellmate,amemberofLhechurchatCilliam.|{o.,80trhe
church to call me' A brorher oI a recent pastor hcaded an opposition group'

Not kno"rin8, Lhis' and supposing rhar my call uas unanimous' I accept'ed' After

arimcinadeacons,meetinslaskedwhyLhechrrrchwasnoLdoingberLer.
Thisex-paSLor,sbrothersaid,,.ItoId.m,,rhen'.heywereconsideringyouthaL
the church would never do ';etl uith you as pastor' In the summer I atrended

StateEaptisLsurn,ncrConferenceatArcadia,ourcampgroundsbeforewehada
!.Jindcrmere' There I taug'ht a class in Bibie' rnd ';as co-sraff member uith

I,aull.leber,aJeuellmaLeandScareBaptistleader.TheIirstweekin
Sr:lltcmberlrecei.redaphonccallfroml)r.JohnCrorrclr.PrCsidentotLaCrange
Ctlllcgeatt.aCrangesLilI,S6Ying,thel]ib]eteachcrhnd]ustdied,andasking
rilcouldcomearonc(:LoheadrlrcBiblcDcpar."mcnL'tt].,11[);rr.rlHcberhnd
sup.1,,'cs..cdit.lacccprec.andonSunday<,:l{eredmyre:;Ii(nati<ln.i.,londay
morningthcopposlngdeaconvisitcdmc'!Jr'sa:onmytrontporch"rrrhhim
,t'*tping trut neirher of us sayInS' anything'

And soon I uas in LaCrang'e' u<lrktng' undcr Pres' Crouch' r'rho "rith the

drlspcrsLcopposirionotthecitybusinessmcnluEs6rr6nEing,tomoveLhc
coIIeg,et<lt.lannibal.tlannrbalChamberofCormtcrcewasinvirinSus.AdeleE,r-
..lonofLaGranSeburinessnenuanIcdmeto.;ointhemasprcsidentofane\]
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existing one). But I
go with him and the

told them I'd continue to teach

.or,"*" to Hannibal. The college did

1928-29. I spent part of the int.erim as a subgtitute

gh School and part on rhe trail of nearby high school

Eo ent ist Ehem in the opening of the ner.r college.

2 to 3 years who had not been able to 80 aeray to college

enrolling in the neu Hannibal-LaGrange College.
Craduafes of

8,rad uat e 3

Ehe last

noLr.loined the crowd

Builders spenL rhe year putting up the first three buildings, the admin-

isrrarion building and ruo dormitories. Dr. Crouch had in mind to make the

Scripture verse over rhe fronI door of the adminisrration building t'The fear

of the Lord is the beginning of '-,isdom," bur ';hen I suggested another texr

from the same book of Proverbsr ttThe Lord giveth sisdomr" thac pLeased him

more. It uould fit in the space bet.ter, and its meaninS, r,ras simpler.

was m.de registrar and BibIe DePlrtment teacher, and as such served

until I941. The Depression soon struck sith large oucaranding loans. The

college r,ras in danger of foreclosure and coutdn't pay the teachers their fult

salaries. I r.ras being, paid $100 a month. lJi t h Iou 6prol I me nt , there L/as

roornr ,and I movr:d mv I ami I y of uri te and t';o daug,hters int,o t hc g,i rl s' dormi-

t()ry and was paid

thcrr ruition uith

room and board Ior us and $25 a month. Yany studcnts p.rid

uork. Unbelievably the collegc did survive and has comtt

upon bet" t cr days.

In the late J0's som(: non-supportive preachcrs

tions of Northeast l{issouri, tellinB them I didn't

urging them to votc to have the trustees to dismtss

I had prep6red a !umm6rv of Baptilt beliels in

Doctrine in Spani sh tor the Chi te mittion to use in

vi si ted Eapt i st associa-

bel icve the Bible and

me.

A Cat,echi sm of Bi blt:

training preachers and



orhers. I translated ir inco English to use in my Bible classes. The Sunday

School Board adopted it as the best presentaIion of Sourhern Baptisr beiiefs

in exisrence and has been publishing it in edirion after edition the last 50

years and putring it on sale at Eaprist meerings wherever they were offering
books for sale. So stace Baptist leaders knew thar my detractors had no case

against me. However, they did make it impossible for me to 8et I pastorate.

I sas abouL to be employed in an eascern BapList coIlege, buL the inrerim
adminisLrator of rhe college was one of'the group oi'my detracLors and gave an

urnfavorable ansr,rer ro an inquiry and kept them from employing me.

l{hen a netr presiden! came to Lhe college in 194I, he dismissed all rhe

old faculty and brought in as his new staf f his acquainrances Irom his

stste. So I had Lo enter a secular proIession.

And soon I'.ras in LaCrange, Ieaching Bibl.e in the college, and pastoring

Lhe once-a-month church my iate predecessor had pastored, Dover church near

Louisiana, !{o.

At Dover I called on a middle-age brother and sisrer, neicher of whom had

ever mrrrried. She sent me out in a Lield of timothy in full head ro see her

trrotht'r. They wcre both membors. As I approachcd him, a roostcr took frrght
and ';cnt squnukinpl , running and f I vinp, over thc t. lmotlty lo tlrr: housr. Tlrt: m,.rn

Iaughr:d arrC aske d. "llou did that roosLcr krrou you !./(:rc a prcacher?"

Tht'church ianrtor ncvcr belonged to the cirurch, nor did hts slsLer.
'Ihey vere considcrcd unbelievrng outsidcrs. llc invrtcd me to have rt meal uith
tltcm. She uas hall-vitted, and our church lJemen had nothing ro do vith her.
lJhen ue stt dovn to the tablr:, she began to eat. llcr trrother laid his hand

tcnderly on hersr 6nd serd gently, "tJait, sister, untii the pastor givcs
thanks." Soon a(!er, he made prolessiorr ol farth and ur5 baptizcd, and Lhe
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ice ,,ras broken. He w6s not an unbel iever. llhat r.ras holding him back vas the

rhoughr rhar. the church folks snubbed his sister and him. Now he became in

spirit one of them and one of their besr members.

lJhen rhe college had opereted ar Hannibal a I ittle uhile I resigned at

Dover, so I'd harre more t ime sri th my sLudent s and never had a church grhi Ie I

taught at Lhe col lege--in fact never again. Fact i s, I've always been a

teache r, noL a preacher.

I enjoyed my years wirh my studenLs at H.L.C. I have Ihrough the years

been geLting leIters from some of them--amonB them a g,irl srudent of a non-

church family. The Eible was something, new Lo her. She Ioved it and

del ighted in the Bible classes. She studied the Iessons more than mosL of the

ministerial sIudents and made betrer Brades than t.hey on the pop quizzes on

the lessons.

I am happy thaL the college survived its hard years and thaI nou it has

come upon I new day uiLh our able and ChrisLian nev president, nosr become a

senior colleg,e uith an expanding faculry of stronS Christian per!ronalities
uith high-quality education and the largest cnrollment cver wirh more generous

donors and a much larger income. I have g,reat exppcl 41 ions.

I appreciatc that the colleg,c has scen t it l<; ;'.i'../c m(' its Distiny,uishr:d

Sr'rvtce A,'rard. I an surprised and elared and s6y, Thanks! Thanks! Thanks!

A delegation Irom the Palmyra School Eoard camc ()v(!r to my office and

askcd me to bc their Engl ish teachrlr. The sunfiicr al Ler my one year in l)almyra

t1 igh School of{'icials of the Hannibal Intern6tional Shoe Company thaL lrss

hclping make choes f or the Army in ',rar t ime ceme over co Palmyre seeking to
recruit Ieachers lor the sum,ncr vacation and employed me 6r a draftsman and

rubber procersing,rrachlnc derijner. They kept me on I'or 25 years 6s a
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designer of machines for their changi.ng methods of rubber processing. tlhen

rhey closed down and dismissed the workersr they kept two of us on for a year--

the manager and me--to heLp sell rhe machines, for I had the blueprints and

could explain chem Lo r'rould-be buyers.

Hy loving wife sufIered from a heart ailmenr all her married years. She

L,as a wonderful mother to our two daughrers. She had poor heaIrh all our

years in Chi Ie. Af rer r"re came back ro Lhe Srares her anginn Brew worse and at

Thanksgiving cime in 1966 she had a stroke, noL talking in her Iast days. One

day she had something important to cell me and had me come and sir by her

bedside. tJiLh difficulty and uirh a sense oI rhe importance of her choughr

she said brokenly, t'Soon...we will say...only whaL the Lord...!./ants us Lo

say...and do...onIy whaL the Lord wants us Lo do." She brearhed her lasc the

nex I dry , Nov. 23 .

Yy widoued daughLer, Hrs. Virginia Fischer, insisrs she is my care-

taker. I no Ionger drive B car nor have a car or a driver's Iicense--she is a

cautious driver--my considerate chauffeur and drives me where I sanE to go.

She is my laundress and I uear clean clothes. She is my cook and I eat urhai

piood tood! An RN she is my sclltcitous nurse and I kcr: p wcli. l.Je turo kcep

l'tcusc togcLht,r and takc carr,o{ cach oIht:r.
lJlrcn thc satcliites l irsr br:gnn to bc tricd out in thc StaLcs, NASA

ht'adquarters had some volunLccr rPporLInP, Rroups. Our TV prograrnrner Iormed

one in HannibaL. They ucre Lo rePort ro NASA center uhen and ho,; tht: satcl-
I ites paseed tlannibal. In Jeuell I had studied astronomv and throug,h thc

y(lars had kept up my observation o, the planct s. The centcr uould Eend us

thcir inIormarion about 6 moving, satellite ';hich ue uould usc in our calcula-
t tor:s. The leader had me c6lculate the orbit ol each satell iLe coming our Lray
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.{:JtotellthestaffersjusLwhenroL'aLchIoroneandinuhatdi'recrion'
lhev caI led me the groupt s sstronomer'

I'm Slad char I have had good health' Lhac at 93 ll2 years I have much

:e',!er healrh than is usual for my age' thaL I do my daily miie jog and my

3aiIy20minuLesoIfitnessexercisec,iththesameesseasr.rhenIsrartedrhem
:5 vears ago and Bave uP vigorous physical sctivity'

I'm SIad rhe Lord still has something for me to do and thar he gives me

':,:s health to equiP mc to do ir'

As his missionary assignment to me I uriLe to abouL 450 missionary

: rrends for 'heir birrhdays and pray daily for rhem' In every letcer co one I

p:1closeahand-IetreredcardofoneofmychoiceScriprurePassages,ofwhich

lsay'IikeDavid,,,IrejoiccatthywordlikeonewhoIindsgreatspoil''
(i'salm Il8. 162)' In the Iast dozen years I have sent them over 4'000 of my

Scriprurecgrds.Thisassig,nmenrfromtheLordtakesmostofmyday.
i,n glad rhe Lord has given me rhis healch ro equip me for my assig'n-

.1,:,t.I,mSladthatlcanuorkaLmydeskalldayandmyeyesnoLLircnormy

-'l l l nl', hand '

l'm' i,'lnd lhBL i can havc thrs contnct uirh mv missionarY lrir:nds'
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