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A Catechism of Bible Doctrine

SECTION |—MAN'S MISERY

1. What does the law of God require of us?

This God teaches in the Ten Commandments; and Christ
sums up: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself” Exodus
20:1-17; Luke 10:27.

2. Can we keep God’s law perfectly?

No; because by nature we love ourselves above all; we
are prone to disregard our neighbor, and even to bear him
ill will; and we are disposed to ignore God, to find fault
with his acts, and to disobey his commands.

3. Did God, then, create man thus wicked and perverse?

No; on the contrary, God created man good and after
his own image—that is, truly holy. Genesis 1:26-27.

4, Whence then comes this depraved nature of man?

It comes from the fall and disobedience of our first
parents, Adam and Eve, in Eden, by which our nature
became so corrupt that we are all conceived and born in
sin. Genesis 2:17; 3:6-8; Romans 5:12.

5. Are not children born innocent and pure?

No; although they have many good and beautiful quali-
ties, still they are born with the stain of sin in their nature,
and all commit actual sin as soon as they are old enough
to know good and evil. Psalm 51:5; Genesis 8:21.

6. But are we so depraved that we cannot win God’s
approval?

Yes; although at times we desire to do right, at the same
time we are so stained with sin that we cannot please God.
Romans 8:7-8.

7. Can any human being save himself by his own de-
serving?

No; without a single exception; on the contrary, we
increase our sin every day; no one can be saved from sin

except through Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of sinners.
Romans 3:19-24; Ephesians 2:8-10.,
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4. Who then can make satisfaction for us?
He must be one who is a man without sin and at the
same time God. Galatians 4:4-5.

5. Why must he be a man?

Because it is man that has sinned; and God will not
for his guilt punish any creature but man. Hebrews 2:
16-18; Romans 8:3.

6. Why must he be at the same time God?

Because no mere creature—none but God—can sustain
the burden of God’s wrath against sin, and so obtain for
and restore to us righteousness and life. 1 Peter 1:18-19.

7. But what being s God and at the same time man with-
out sin?

Our Lord Jesus Christ; he was God and he was with
God from eternity; he became flesh and as a man fulfilled
the law and all the will of God. John 1:1, 14; Matthew 3:
15, 17; 1 Timothy 2:5-6.

8. Does Jesus our only hope offer himself for our Te-
demption?

Yes; for this he came into the world, as he said, the Son
of man came to give his life a ransom for many; and he
gave himself up to death on a cross. Matthew 20:28.

9. Does God accept Jesus Christ in our stead?

Yes; for this God gave him up and laid on him the
iniquity of us all; he commended him in life as his beloved
Son; and when Jesus had laid down his life for us, God
gave his seal of approval by raising him from the dead.
John 3:16; Isaiah 53:6; Romans 1:4.

10. Was the death of Christ necessary in order to move
God to forgive sinners?

No; God always yearned to save men; Christ died that
God might justly forgive them. Ezekiel 18:32; Romans 3:
25-26.

11. Was it right that the innocent should suffer punish-
ment for the guilty?

The Redeemer was not made to die; of himself he chose
to die for our sake. John 10:17-18.

12. Who was it that delivered Jesus up 10 the death on
the cross—the Father or Jesus himself?

Both; the Father as well as the Son and the Son as well
as the Father loved the world; the Father gave his only
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7. May one by repenting obtain forgiveness for what-
ever sin?

Yes; as there is no sin so small that it does not deserve
condemnation, neither is there a sin so great as to bring
judgment upon the truly penitent. Matthew 12:36; Isaiah

1:18.

8. What is faith in Christ?

To have faith in Christ is not only to believe that Christ
is the divine Saviour of men, but is to trust in him only
for my salvation. John 1:12; 6:35; James 2:19.

9. Do those believe in Jesus the only Saviour who seek
their salvation or their good from the saints, in themselves,
or anywhere else?

No; although they may think they do, still by their
deeds they show that they do not believe that Jesus alone
can save them. Galatians 2:21.

10. Is faith in Christ necessary to salvation?
Yes; no one capable of believing in Christ can be saved
without it. Hebrews 11:6; Ephesians 2:8.

11. How is it that some say that they believe that Jesus
is the Saviour, and yet they are not saved?

Many say that they believe that Jesus is the Saviour,
and yet they do not wish to renounce their sins, and there-
fore they are not saved. James 2:19-20; Matthew 7:20-23.

12. Why cannot those capable of exercising faith be
saved without it?

Because we have by faith to accept the mercy offered us
by God; and because his truth cannot be the means of
making us holy except by being believed. John 15:3;
Romans 10:14; James 1:21.

13. Is it sin not to believe in Christ?

Yes; of all sins the most terribly wicked is to reject the
Saviour who for our sake became poor, and so to insult
God who gave his Son for our sake. John 3:18.

14. Do faith in Christ and true repentance ever exist one
without the other?
No; either faith or repentance carries the other with it.
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9. Who is the central figure of the Bible?

The central figure of the whole Bible is Jesus Christ, the
hope of Israel, the Saviour of the world. John 5:39; Luke
24: 27,

10. What books are found in the Old Testament?

In the Old Testament there are thirty-nine books, as
follows: the five books of Moses, twelve other books of
history, five poetical books, the five major prophets, and
the twelve minor prophets.

11. Do the Apocryphal books form a part of the Old
Testament?

No; they had no place in the Scriptures approved by
Jesus and his apostles, and they are to be used as any
other human books.

12. What books are there in the New Testament?

In the New Testament there are twenty-seven books,
as follows: the Four Gospels of our Lord, the Acts of the
Apostles, thirteen letters of Paul, eight other Apostolic
Epistles, and the Apocalypse.

13. What does the Bible contain?

In the Bible is found the history of human sin, the
history of providence and redemption, the experiences
of the righteous, doctrines, precepts, and promises.

14. What does the Bible teach?

The Bible teaches all that we need to know about our
relations with God, about sin and salvation; it teaches
us how to live and how to die. 2 Timothy 3:15-17.

15. Who ought to read the Bible?

All men ought to read it, since it is the message of God
to every human being. Jeremiah 31:33-34.

16. Are all parts of the Bible equally clear?

No; there are difficulties and mysteries in the Bible; but
the necessary things are so clearly set forth in one place
or another that not only the learned but also the ignorant
may come to an adequate understanding of them. 2 Peter
3:16; Psalm 119:105, 130.

17. What great help do we need to seek in studying the
Bible?

We should ask that the Holy Spirit, who inspired the
Bible, help us to understand and to use it. Psalm 119:18.

9




18. How must .
him goods st one study the Bible if his study is to do

James 1:21-25; 1 Peter 2:1-2,

19. What 4 ;
Tesns? oes the Bible do for those who believe in

Ihose Wll() be]leve e b ake w1 nvo
in J Sus, the Bl le m S Se u

salvation, and ingt
) ructs them in rj
good work. 2 Timothy 3:11; In righteousness unto every

SECTION V—cOD
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8. Is God loving and good?
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Genesis 17:1;
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9. Is God all love?

God is love; he is also just. To show his love to all
he must maintain justice among all. Romans 11:22; Gene-
sis 18:25.

10. What character has God toward the sinner?

God himself has said that he is slow to wrath and abun-
dant in lovingkindness, that he forgives iniquity and trans-
gression, and that he will by no means clear the impeni-
tent. Exodus 34:6-7.

11. How, in brief, does God present himself to men?

God deals with men as a father with his children; he is
our Heavenly Father. Hebrews 12:7.

12. What feeling ought we to have toward God?

We ought to love God with all our heart and serve him
with all our strength. Luke 10:27.

13. Is it our duty to fear God?

It is our duty to obey God with filial reverence and to
fear his wrath if we sin. Ecclesiastes 12:13; Hebrews 10:
31

SECTION VI—CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

1. Has the universe always existed?

No; nor has the matter from which it was made; God
made matter out of nothing; he has made all things, and
everything very good. Hebrews 11:3; Colossians 1:16;
Genesis 1:1, 31.

2. Why do not all things turn back to nothing?

Because God sustains them with the same power with
which he created them. Nehemiah 9:6; Colossians 1:17.

3. What care does God exercise over the world?

God watches over all his creatures, seeking their good;
and he guides all things to the goal that he has set. Psalms
135:6; 145:15-16; Ephesians 1:11.

4. If everything happens according to fixed laws, what
place is there for the hand of God?

The laws of nature are the imposing of the will of God
upon the manner of behaving of the elements of nature
created by him; they are the instrument of his providence.

Genesis 1:1-3, 11; Psalm 104:3-4.
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2. Was Jesus a real man?
Yes; Jesus was a real man; he was the son of Mary,

like his brethren in all things, yet without sin. John 1:

14; Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 2:16-18; 4:15.

3. Was Jesus the son of Joseph?

No; Joseph was the husband of Mary his mother, and
men called Jesus the son of Joseph; but he was conceived
by the power of the Holy Spirit, without human father.
Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:34-35.

4. Did Jesus exist before his birth?

He was God and was with God from eternity; upon
coming into the world he became flesh and dwelt among
us. John 1:1-14; Philippians 2:6-7.

5. Who then is Jesus Christ?
Jesus Christ is God and man, the God-man; the only
Mediator between God and men. 1 Timothy 2:5.

6. What is meant by the name “Jesus”?

The name Jesus means Liberator or Deliverer, and Jesus
was given this name because he saves his people from
their sins. Matthew 1:21.

7. What is meant by the name “Christ”?

The name Christ, as well as Messiah, means the Anointed
—that is, the King. He is given this name because he
has the right to the loyalty of all men and reigns in
the hearts of believers, and because the day is coming
when in his name every knee shall bow. Luke 1:32-33;
1 Corinthians 15:25; Philippians 2:9-11.

8. What did Jesus do during his life on earth?

Jesus lived as the perfect example; he taught the high-
est truths; he went about doing good and working miracles
of mercy. 1 Peter 2:21-22; John 6:68; Colossians 2:3;

Acts 2:22; 10:38.

9., How did Jesus suffer?

All the time he lived on earth, but especially at the end
of his life, he endured many and great sufferings, and at
last death on the cross, bearing in body and soul the wrath
of God against the sin of the whole human race. Isaiah
53:3; Hebrews 5:7-9; Philippians 2:8.
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17. What will Christ do in the time to come?

Christ will come again as Judge from heaven, and will
cast all his enemies into everlasting condemnation, but
will take to himself all his own, that we may be with him
forever in heavenly joy and glory. Acts 1:11; Matthew
13:40-43; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; John 14:3.

18. What must one do to be saved through Jesus Christ?

We must believe in Christ, turn from our sins to love and
obey him, and must seek to be like him. Acts 16:31; Luke
13:3; Matthew 16:24.

SECTION VIlI—THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE TRINITY

1. Who is the Holy Spirit?

The Holy Spirit is the other Comforter, whom Jesus
promised to send to his disciples that he might be with
us forever. John 14:16-17.

2. What does the Holy Spirit do in men?

The Holy Spirit is the source of all good thoughts, pure
desires, and holy purposes in men. Romans 8:5-8.

3. What did the Holy Spirit do through the prophets
and apostles?

The Holy Spirit inspired the prophets and apostles that
they might teach men their duty to God and to their
fellows. Acts 28:25; Luke 1:15-16; John 14:26.

4. What did the Holy Spirit do through all the writers
of the Bible?

The Holy Spirit inspired them to write precisely what
God wished them to write. 2 Peter 1:2L

5. Did the Holy Spirit dwell in Jesus Christ?

Yes; Jesus received the Holy Spirit without measure,
and he did his work through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Luke 4:14; John 3:34.

6. When Jesus ascended into heaven, what did he send
the Holy Spirit to do?

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to take his place and to carry
on his work among men. John 14:16-17.

7. What does the Holy Spirit do in the world?

The Holy Spirit gives power to the message of the gos-
pel, convincing! men-of-their sin and of their need of the
salvation of Christ. - John 16:8-11.
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%{0. Is }tlhe Holy Spirit God?
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SECTION IX—THE NEW HEART

1 Can r
. a man epenz or r y
ecel’ve the S 3
a’U’LO'Iu O’ hi 0
S wn

power?
No; the power ;
3 t : .
Ephesians Lo o do it is the gift of God. John 6:44:

é. Slow is this gift given them?
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h .
i eart of stone and gives

19-20; 2 Corinthiang 5:

3. What is the change made when the heart is thus
renewed?
When he gives a new heart, God moves men to hate

sin and to wish to serve him, and persuades them to em-
brace the Saviour. Ezekiel 11:19-20.

4. Who works this great change?
The Holy Spirit gives the new heart. John 3:5-6.

5. What is this change called?
It is called the new birth, being born again, or regenera-
tion. John 3:3; 1 Peter 1:23; Titus 3:5.

6. Are men regenerated through baptism?
No; those only whose hearts have already been renewed
ought to be baptized. Acts 10:44, 47.

7. Why is water mentioned in connection with regenera-
tion?

Water is mentioned in connection with regeneration to
show that it is a pure birth and that it brings a new and
pure life. John 3:5; Titus 3:5; Romans 6:4.

8. By what means does the Holy Spirit work in men’s
hearts?

Men are regenerated by means of the message of the
gospel, either through the preaching or the reading of
the Word of God. 1 Peter 1:23; James 1:18, 21.

9. Can we understand how men are born anew?

No; we can know the rebirth only by its effects. John
3:8.

10. What is the evidence of having a new heart?

The evidence of having a new heart is that one lives a
new life. 1 John 2:4, 29.

11. Does God give his renewing Spirit of his own choice?

Yes; God gives his renewing Spirit to those whom he has
always purposed to save. Ephesians 1:3-4; John 6:65.

12. Is any man excluded from salvation by the will of
God?

No; God loves all mankind and for their salvation has
given his only begotten Son; he would have all men to
be saved, and has no pleasure in the death of him that
dies; and moreover through the gospel he offers salvation
freely to every man. 1 John 2:2; Ezekiel 18:32; 1 Tim-
othy 2:4; Mark 16:15-16.
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14. What duty to the world do believers hape?

Christ commands that believers preach the gospel of sal-
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to hear the gospel?

Yes; Eltl;lough they will recei

0se who have heard the g0s i i

‘ : hea pel and continu i
still they will die in their sins; and their b(i}olorgpizﬁegg

upon us who have not given th I
‘ em t
11:21-24; Romans 2:12; Ezekiel 3:18.ne sospel.  Matthew

sh who have not had the opportunity

ve less punishment than

SECTION X—JUSTIFICATION AND GOO0D WORKS

1.
WhVZhat doss Qod {10 when we believe in the Saviour?
conr 1;1 we el.le\{e in the Saviour, God justifies us, and
; W;:s sanctifying us. Romans 3:28; 5:1: 1 John, 5:4
. at does the Bj ing the i
PR e Bible mean by saying that God justi-
u I;Tsuit;i:cifsi’on. ?elans that God no longer remembers my
sinful nature, but that in hj
accepts me as righteous, Ephesians 1:3is7 beloved Son he
1?:1' .Can anyonre be justified by good works?
0; God does not justify us for any merit of our own

but all by grace throu
gh the red ti . .
Romans 3:20, 28; Titys 39:1;_p7'10n that is in Christ

4. How are we justified?

When we believe j
in Jesus, our blessed Savi
: A ) v
for, and receive, justification. Romans 3:2413?’ we ask

5. Is it because of th i
' e worthiness of o i
our faith we receive justification? Four faith that >

Now f£ai e

embc;;cf:u:c]h does th merit justification; but by faith we
o esus‘Chrlst, who alone is our righteousness
- Has the faith that justifies any relation to good works?

Yes; the faith that justi i
; Justifies will certainl
Galatians 5:6; James 2:17; Ephesianzan?]lgo good works.

7. Why cannot our good works stand as our righteous-
ness before God?

Because the righteousness that can stand before the
judgment seat of God must be perfect; but best works
in this life are imperfect and marred by sin. Isaiah 64:
6; Psalm 143:2.

8. How is it that our good works have mo saving merit,
and yet God rewards them in this life and in the life to
come?

As God accepts in Christ the persons of believers, so
also in Christ he accepts and rewards their good works.
Ephesians 1:6; 1 Peter 2:5.

9. What are the works approved of God as good?
Good works are those which God has commanded in his

holy Word: the love of God, the love of our neighbor,
and a life of godliness. Micah 6:6-8; Ephesians 2:10.

10. Does the believer at once become free from sin?

No; nor in all this life; there are still in the believer the
remains of sin, and he has to fight all his life against his
sinfulness. 1 John 1:10; Romans T7:23.

11. Does God wait to justify a man until he has become
perfect?

The moment a sinner believes truly in the Saviour,
that moment he is completely justified. Romans 3:28;
Luke T7:48.

12. How can God justly treat the sinner who believes
as righteous, when he has only begun a holy life?

God treats the believing sinner as righteous because
he is in Christ and because he will at last make him entire-
ly holy. Romans 3:25-26; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; 1 John 3:
1-3.

13. What does the man whom God has justified enjoy?

The man who is justified has peace with God; the love of
the Father is shed abroad in his heart; the Spirit bears
witness that he is a son of God; he enjoys access to the
throne of grace; and he shares in all the privileges of the
sons of God. Romans 5:1, 2, 5; Romans 8:16-17, 32.
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SECTION XI—THE PROGRESS OF THE BELIEVER

1. Is the converted man perfect?

OllneSS even t}]e mOSt h.ol y men SO 1011 as tlle y are
’ 1 g

5. What is the .
grace? power by which the believer grows in

The believer .
grOWS in 'e
d grace through th
;?. 17ffh1‘}x)ugh the Holy Spirit whe d%v Sl einwl?d of God
"4 Acts 20:32; Romans 8:13; Galatians S;Iém. John

6. Why do we need to be much in prayer?

Bec i i
ause God gives his power only to those who ask

it from the heart : .
Ephesians 6:18, and without ceasing, Matthew 26:41;

1. Will every ¢r ; ,
at last? Y true believer in Christ certainly be sqved

Yes, tlle tIue bel]eve] 18 Seale(l ullt() tlle day Of re-

demption, and God k
.6 ’ eeps him un s
1:6; Johr 10:28.29; 1 PI’)eSterl n e to the end. Philippians

8. How is it possibl .
the end? possible for the believer to persevere unto

The true believer wsi
r will per s
becau . bersevere faithful yu
¢ together with the gift of justification Iggdt};fw:]fd
s
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gives the gift of watchfulness and the gift of perseverance.
1 John 3:9; 1 Corinthians 10:13.

9. What is the sure sign of being a true believer?

The only sure evidence of being a believer is that one
grows in holiness and in usefulness unto the end. Mat-
thew 10:22; 2 Peter 1:10.

10. Can the Christian be sure in this life of his final
salvation?

Yes; those that truly believe in the Lord Jesus and love
him sincerely and seek to walk before him in all good
conscience can have this assurance; and it is our duty
to make our calling and election sure. 2 Timothy 2:12;
2 Peter 1:10; 1 John 2:3; Romans 8:16.

11. Will the Christian some day attain to perfect holi-
ness?

Yes; at death he will be freed from the remains of sin
and will be confirmed in holiness. Romans 8:30; Jude 24.

12. What is the hope of glory?
The sons of God are to be transformed, made like unto

our Saviour Jesus. 1 Corinthians 15:51; Philippians 3:

21; 1 John 3:2.
SECTION XII—CHRISTIAN BAPTISM

1. What is Christian baptism?
Christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in
water to declare his salvation which has already been

wrought through Jesus Christ.

2. Who ougth to be baptized?

Every believer in Christ ought to be baptized; because
our Lord has commanded us to declare thus before the
world our faith in him. Acts 2:38; Matthew 10:32-33.

3. With what act is baptism performed?

Baptism is performed by immersion in water in the name
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Mark
1:9-10; Acts 8:38-39.

4. Do we obtain salvation through baptism?

No; baptism does not bring salvation, it pictures it;
just as placing a crown on the head does not make one a
king, so baptism does not make one a saved man, but de-

clares publicly that he already is one. Acts 10:47.
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How does
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any man be in Chrj

16; Romans 6:4, % be is a new

10. Ought the sick
baptized in some othe oho

NO in Serlous llhless one 1 ulldel no y p‘
’

cannot under.

s 9o wmmersion be

d of
John 13:13; Isaiah 8:2(()).

12. nght infants to be baptized?
No; it ought not to e ‘
thing; for t

u
res the resyult and the means of salvation

ew; as Paul says, “If
Creature.” Acts 22

13. Do we not do infants a wrong in denying them bap-
tism?

No; because those that are incapable of faith are saved
without faith through the death of the Saviour; on the
contrary, to pretend to baptize them is to do them a grave
wrong, by keeping them from Christian baptism and per-
haps from putting their faith in Christ because of their
having put it in the magical power of water.

14. What is the duty of the baptized?

Baptism is a solemn vow of loyalty to Christ; it is there-
fore the duty of the baptized to live with the purity, the
new life, and the loyalty to Christ that baptism professes.
Galatians 3:27; Colossians 3:1-3.

SECTION XIll-—THE LORD'S SUPPER

1. What is the Lord’s Supper?

A church celebrates the Lord’s Supper by eating broken
bread and drinking wine, which represent the body and the
blood of our Saviour. 1 Corinthians 11:20-26.

2. Why ought we thus to take the bread and wine?

Because Christ has commanded that we thus eat bread
and drink wine in memory of him. Luke 22:17-20.

3. With what thought ought we to approach the table of
the Lord?

We ought to eat and drink remembering how the body of
the Saviour was broke and his blood poured out for us on
the cross. 1 Corinthians 11:29.

4. How may one eat and drink judgment unto himself?

When he partakes unworthily, that is, without discern-
ing thus the body of the Lord.

5. Who is worthy to partake of the Supper?

No one is worthy of any of the blessings of God; but
those may partake worthily who recognize that they are
sinners and yet trust that in the mercy of God their
sins are covered by the blood of Christ. Matthew 26:27-
28.

6. Ought the unconverted to partake, or those that walk
disorderly?

No; the impenitent and the hypocrites by partaking af-
front the Saviour and eat and drink judgment unto them-
selves. 1 Corinthians 5:11.
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7. Who ought ¢, partake of the Supper?

. Those ought to partake who have b
ave been baptized, and who are
ence to the commandments of Chr

el.ieved in Christ, who
§eek1ng to live in obedi-
” 1st.  Acts 2:41-42,

9ht not Baptist

of other denominations? prsts to- com

Not because we think we are

mune with believers

9. Do the bregd and
the wi ]
the Blowy o Tomns chd B ?e wine change into the body and

No; the bread and the wj
ew
the blood of Christ, 1 Co;{lftl(x)iralll
10. Ought we to worsh

No; they ou
worship.

Y represent the hod

ns 11:26. oy and
. ip the bread gnd wine?

ght not to be worshiped nor presented for

13.
. What benefit do Wwe receive in the Supper?
he Supper helps us more .
to Calvary and to enter int

Lord.

vividly to draw near in spirit
o closer fellowship with our

SECTION XIV—THE LORD'S DAY
1. What is the fourth ¢

“Remember t
205 r the sabbat

ommandment of the Decalogue?
h day, to keep it holy.” Exodus

24

2. Which day of the seven has God given as a day of
rest?

Until the resurrection of Christ, for the weekly day of
rest God named the seventh day, commemorating his work
of creation. Exodus 20:11.

3. What change has there been made in the day?

Under the guidance of the apostles, the day of rest was
changed to the first day of the week.

4. Does the New Testament say that the day of rest was
changed to the first day of the week?

No; the New Testament speaks of religious exercises
on the first day of the week as a custom spread throughout
the world. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Acts 20:7; Revelations
1:10.

5. What explanation of these references have we?

Various Christian writers shortly after the apostles
speak of worship on the first day of the week in such a
way as to show clearly the meaning of the references in
the New Testament.

6. Why was this change made?

The change was made to commemorate the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus, who rose on the first day of the week.
John 20:1, 19, 26.

7. What did the first Christians do on the Lord’s Day?

They met for public worship, heard preaching, ate the
Lord’s Supper, and gave offerings to religious causes. 1
Corinthians 16:2; Acts 20:7.

8. Ought we to keep the Lord’s Day as a day of rest?

Yes; the Lord’s Day is primarily for rest and worship.
We ought not to engage in our customary occupations and
recreations, although they are proper on other days. Exo-
dus 31:15-16; Isaiah 58:13-14; Nehemiah 13:15-22; Mat-
thew 5:17-18.

9. When the Lord was accused of breaking the day of
rest, what did he teach?

The Saviour taught that one does not break the day of
rest by ministering to the sick, feeding the hungry, or
doing any other work of necessity or of mercy. Matthew
12:1-8; Mark 3:1-4; Luke 13:10-16.
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10. Ought we to kee
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first Christians digy ¢ dey i a religious way as the

Yes; we ought t
> 0 spend it in pp;
of worshi : brivate and ubli :
P, with Bible study and preachingp Wi;}cl i?&ercjlses
) erings

and observing the )
ordinanceg and j .
’ In doing good in
any

way.

SECTION XV—SOME DUTIES

1. Where hqy
man?

OF THE CHR'STIAN LIFE
e we g summary of the law of God for

In the Ten Com

onomy 5:6-21. mandments.

Exodus 2¢. 1-17; Deuter-

2. :
Upon whom s the lgw of God binding?

The law of God is ki
. is bindj
elevers as wel] a5 oth;rrlsc,i.mg jorever u

pon all men, y
. , upon
6:15; James 2:8-11; Matthe

1 John 2:3-4 7.
w5i1sqg. L omans 3i3l,

Galatians 5:14.
Christign that lipes violgt-

¥ call themselyes

Romang 6:15-16; Galatiang 5:19-

dus 20:12; Ephesians 6:1-3.
7. What duz

ents?

Y toward theiy children i placed upon par

8. What is the duty of the Christian toward the state?
We are bidden to keep conscientiously all the laws of the

state, and to give every civil magistrate the honor due him.
1 Peter 2:13-17; Romans 13:1-7.

9. What is it not to kill?
Not to kill is not to harbor the root of murder—envy,

hatred, anger, revenge—since this is murder before God.
Exodus 20:13; Matthew 5:21-24.

10. May we seek to surpass others?

Yes; we may seek to surpass others in doing good, but
we ought to shelter no envy of others nor seek to hinder
their progress. 1 Peter 2:1.

11. Is it right to pay back those who have wronged us?

No; vengeance is wrong; we ought to leave to God the
punishment of those who have done us wrong, pray for
them, and do them good. Romans 12:19-21; Luke 6:27-28.

12. Ought we to love our enemies as we love our friends?

We ought to love our enemies as God loves his, and be,
like him, always ready to do them good. Matthew 5:44-46.

13. What is our duty in regard to purity?

We ought to live with purity and modesty, whether in
marriage or single life; we ought to flee from uncleanness,
whether in act, word, or gesture, in thought, or feeling;
and we ought to keep the laws of civil marriage. Exodus
20:14; 1 Thessalonians 4:4; Ephesians 4:29; 5:3-4; Mat-
thew 5:27-28; Romans 13:1-2.

14. How are we not to steal?

We ought to avoid all deception in buying and selling,
we ought to pay a just wage, and we ought to do honest
work for our employers. Exodus 20:15; Micah 6:10-11;
James 5:3-4; Ephesians 4:28.

15. Is lying a light offense?

No; the one who has said, Thou shalt not kill, has also
said, Thou shalt not bear false witness; and to lie is to
disobey and to affront him just as much as to kill. Exodus
20:16; James 2:8-11; Ephesians 4:25; Revelations 21: 8.

16. How are we not to lie?

We are not to deceive in either word or act.
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17. How are we to speak of others?

We must not lie about others, nor believe the evil that

is told us of others until we have heard the accused.
James 4:11; Deuteronomy 19:15.

18. When is it right to tel] things that hurt others?

We may tell things that hurt others if they are true and
ought to be known in order to prevent harm.

19. What is it not to covet?

This commandment requires that we be content with
what we can earn justly and fairly by our own industry,
that we shelter no desire to get anything at the exXpense
of our neighbor, and that we look with love upon our

neighbor and all that is his, Exodus 20:17; 1 Corinthians
13:4-7.

20. What is the duty of the Christian in regard to his
influence?

The Christian ought to be the salt of the earth and
the light of the world, and his conduct ought to be above

reproach that he may adorn the doctrine of God our Sav-
lour. Matthew 9:13-16; Titus 2:10.

21. How can a Christian, hope to keep these and all the
other duties of the Christian life?

The Christian can hope to fulfil his duties through
watchful effort and brayer without ceasing by the help of
the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 6:18; Romans 8:4.

SECTION XVI—FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST

1. Did the Saviour live a truly human life?

Yes; the Saviour lived a truly human life in every sense,
but without sin.

2. Was Christ tempted to sin?

Yes; he was tempted in everything like as we are, but
he overcame every temptation. Hebrews 4:15.

3. Is it the duty of the Christian to follow the example
of Christ?

Yes; Christ has left a beautiful and perfect example that
we ought to follow. John 13:15; 1 Peter 2:21; 1 Corin-
thians 11:1; Romans 8:29.
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4. What hope is there that we can follow the example of E

hrist? . .
¢ We have the hope that we can follow Christ by the aid 1
of the Holy Spirit. Luke 4:1. :

5. What example did Jesus leave us of obedience to

ol
parents? )

Jesus, as a child, did what his parents bade him, and was

subject unto them. Luke 2:51. P

6. What example did Jesus leave in regard to the Scrip-

tures?
uJ esus attended a Bible school, and hz_ad mti:hkléngzlgig’ﬁ
of the Scriptures when still but a child. Lu :

4:16. g
7. Did Jesus make use of the Bible when he was temp
r suffering? '
’ Yes; Jesus quoted the Bible against the tempter and
when on the cross. | y |
8. What example did he leave us as to public worship? !
Ii.: was the custom of the Lord to go t.o the slznrzg.ci%ue on
sabbath days to take part in the worship. Luke 4:16.
; ?
9. What example did Christ give of private prayer: -
C;hrist prayed much and often, sometimes all the night.
Luke 3:21; 6:12; 9:28; 11:1. .
10. What example did Jesus give of doing men gooad?
Jesus went about doing good. Acts 10:38.

. . I
11. What example in love of enemies did J esu',s give? ‘
Jesus prayed for those who crucified }}flinéh ;aycllr;%; g
“Father, forgive them; for they know not wha y
Luke 23:34.

12. What examples in love of fellow Christians?

is 1i and we ought to lay
ist laid down his life for us, an we e ;
do?N}Illnzur life for the brethren. John 13:34; 1 John

; ?
13. What is the supreme hope of the lz)‘.e to come! o
T};e supreme hope of the life to come is that we are B

be like Jesus. 1 John 3:2.
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SECTION XVII—THE LIFE TO COME

1. What does the Bible teqch about a future life?

The Bible teaches that every human being will have
eternal existence,

2. What happens to the body at death?
The body of the dead returns to the earth and sees cor-
ruption, but it shall rise, Genesis 3:19; Ecclesiastes 12:7.

3. What happens to the soul at death?

The soul does not die nor sleep; at death it goes at once
either to the bliss of heaven or the torment of hell,

4. What happens to the soul of the just?

When the righteous dies, his soul is made perfect in
holiness, is received into the presence of God, and awaits
the complete redemption of the body. Revelation 7:15;
14:13; Luke 23:43; Philippians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 3:8;
Romans 8:23.

5. What happens to the soul of the wicked?

When the wicked dies, his soul is cast into hell, where
it remains in torment, reserved for the judgment of the
great day. Luke 16:23-24; 2 Peter 2:9; Jude 6-T.

6. Is there any other place, besides heaven and hell, for
the souls of the dead?

No; the Scriptures do not recognize any other,

7. Shall all men die?

In the last day, those still alive shall not die, but they
shall be changed, and the body of every dead man shall
come to life and to live with his soul forever. 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:16-18; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52,

8. Shall the same body rise?

Yes; the same body shall rise, but it shall be changed
much, in its condition and mode of life; the body of the
just shall be made like unto the glorious body of the
Saviour. 1 Corinthians 15:42-44; Philippians 3:21.

9. What is the day of judgment?

The day of judgment is the day great and terrible, when
all that have lived on the earth shall appear before the
judgment seat of Christ to give account for every thought,
word, and deed, and to receive that which they have done
in the body, whether it be good or bad. Acts 17:31; 2
Corinthians 5:10; Romans 2:16; Matthew 12:36-37.
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10. Will those who have died in thew .wwve upportu~

; . ,
nity to repent or to be saved in the life to come! '

No: the Bible reveals no such provision and authorizes
no such hope.

11. To what will the unbelievers be condemned?

Christ will send the wicked to eternal ’LormerT‘E1 8in hell.
Matthew 25:41, 46; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Mark 9:48.

12. To what will Christ invite the righteous?

Christ will invite the righteous to eternal happiness with
him in heaven. Matthew 25:34.

13. Will all unbelievers be punished alike? ) -
i i future punishment; i
; there will be degrees in the

will\{obe greater according to the knovx;led%e ?en i}rlla\éehll:;z;i
ill of God and of the way of salvation .
%izﬁem“;ln shall be punished according to his Adeedsl,{ alréd
everyone only as he deserves. Luke 12:47-48; Mar :

40; Matthew 11:22, 24; Romans 2:12.

14. How is hell presented in the Bible? A '
e d torment, of endless sin
11 is a place of darkness an : ndle »
anIgeceaseless pain. Matthew 8:12; Revelation 22:11; Mar
9:48.

15. How is heaven presented?

Heaven is a place of light and holiness,hof hta}?py itff{e’gé
i ; lace where there
f grateful praise to God; a p . \ '
igdrr?orge sorrow and no more temptation. Revelation T:
9-10; 21:3-4; Matthew 13:41.

16. Shall we know one another in heaven?
Yes; the Bible gives us reason to believe it. 1 Thessa-
lonians 2:19; Matthew 17:3-4.

17. Is heaven to be a place of empty inactivity? . ;
No; when Christ, having won the kingdomf, hafhdehvg;iy
i ’ God will realize for the so
it up to the Father, then . e ey
of men the goal he has had in min s g man
i i tunity to the utmos
into being. Each shall have oppor : 105t
i ities i rorth-while activities.
11 his capacities in the most~ wor v :
1liiseevealation 11:15; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Hebrews 11:16,
39-40; Luke 19:17.
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